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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 


“The Lord is my rock and my fortress.” —2 Sam. 22: 2. 


A mighty fortress is our God, And though this world, with devils 

A bulwark never failing; filled, 

Our Helper He, amid the flood Should threaten to undo us; 

Of mortal ills prevailing. We will not fear, for God hath willed. 
For still our ancient foe His truth to triumph through us. 
Doth seek to work us woe; The princs of darkness grim, 

His craft and power are great, We tremble not for him; 
And armed with cruel hate, His rage we can endure, 
On earth is not His equal. For lo! His doom is sure, 


One little word shall fell him. 
Did we in our own strength confide, 


Our striving would be losing; That word above all earthly powers, 
Were not the right man on our side, No thanks to them abideth; 
The man of God’s own choosing. The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Doth ask who that may be? Through Him who with us sideth; 


Christ Jesus, it is He; Let goods and kindred go, 
Lord Sabaoth is His name, This mortal life also; 


From age to age the same, The body they may kill; 
And He must win the battle. God’s truth abideth still, 
His Kingdom is forever. 
—Martin Luther. 


HCCI BAT: 


PUBLISHED BY 
The Christian Publishing Association 


DAYTON, OHIO 











{Our Question Box is not a forum for discussion. 
It aims to give only the information asked. Hence 
in answering questions we do not throw open the 
department for their discussion. If you cannot ac- 
cept the answer given, all right—that is your priv- 
ilege, but we cannot enter into further discussion. 
We have neither the time nor the inclination for 
such debate.—EbDITOR.] 








958—The Hawalian Islands 


Question—When were the Hawaiian Islands discov- 
ered and by whom? 


The Hawaiian Islands were discovered by 
Captain James Cook in 1778. 





959—When Were the Hawaiian Islands 
United? 


Question—When were the several islands of the 
Hawaiian group united in a single group and mon- 
archy ? 


After the battle of Nuuanu Pali in 1795 
the group was united into a single monarchy 
under Kamehameha the Great. He died in 
1819. 





960—Missionuaries to Hawaiian Islands 


Question—When were the first missionaries sent to 
Hawaii? 


The first real missionaries, so far as I am 
informed, went from New England to Ha- 
waii in 1820. 





$61—Hawali in Commercial Relations With 
the United States 


Question—When did Hawaii have commercial rela- 
tions with the United States? 


So far as I can ascertain, the Islands be- 
gan to have commercial relations with the 
United States in 1876, on the adoption of the 
Reciprocity Treaty. 





962—The Monarchy Overthrown 


Question—When was the Hawaiian monarchy over- 
thrown? 


It occurred in 1898. The establishment 
of a provisional government quickly fol- 
lowed. 





963—Hawaii and the United States 


Question—When was Hawaii annexed to the United 
States? 


Annexation took place in 1898. This was 
followed by the establishment of Territorial 
Government in 1900. 





964—What Is the Progress of the Gospel in 
India? 


Question—Can you tell me what is the outlook for 
the success of the gospel in India? 


It is very encouraging. It is stated, and 
we presume with good authority, that Chris- 
tianity is moving forward five times as fast 
as is Mohammedsnism and eight times as 
fast as Hinduism. That is a very promising 
outlook. Indeed, in some parts of India the 
converts to the Christian faith are more 
numerous than can be cared for by the mis- 
sionaries and native Christians. 





965—Why so Scarce? 
Question—Why is there such a shortage in food? 


Several causes may be responsible. Ir 
the first place, during the last three or four 
years something like 40,000,000 of the men 
of the nations have ceased to be producers, 
though they consume as much as ever and 
also destroy a great deal. These 40,000,000 
are the men at war. Waste has been great- 


ly increased by lack of ready and prompt 


transportation. Other causes enter into 
this matter of delay and waste, so making 
food scarce und high. 





966—Revelation 13 


Question—-Is Revelation 18 a prophecy of the pres- 
ent great war? 


I wish I could help you, but if I must be 
candid, as I think I ought, I must confess 
that I do not know. It may be or it may 
not be. It is very difficult to determine a 
correct answer to such a question. I might, 
if I chose, make considerable bluster over 
the matter and give you an opinion for or 
against such an idea, but it could have no 
special value as an answer to your question. 





967—The Hours of the Sabbath 


Question—When the seventh day was kept as the 
Sabbath, the Sabbath commenced at six o’clock in the 
evening before and ended at six o’clock on the even- 
ing of the seventh. Why do we not commence our 
Sabbath on Saturday evening at six o’clock and close 
at six o’clock on Sunday evening? 


Your question is difficult to answer. I 
am unable to find any discussion of the 
point you raise, so far as reason for this 
change is concerned, anywhere, and therefore 
all I can give you will be what seems to me 
to be the most natural conclusion. It may 
have been due to the fact that sunset was 
regarded as the end of the working day, and 
therefore it may have been regarded as the 
end of the twenty-four hours. If this be not 
the cause of thus reckoning time, I must still 
think that the counting of the Sabbath from 
evening to evening was based upon some 
such reason. Now as to why we do not still 
reckon the Sabbath from evening to evening 
there is still much doubt. Probably the 
change was due to the fact that Jesus arose 
in the morning part of the day and there- 
fore, since the Christian Sabbath is kept 
in honor of His resurrection, the time of 
reckoning the hour of its beginning may 
have been changed from the evening to mid- 
night or to the beginning of the morning. 
I am sure my answer is not very satisfac- 
tory—it is not to myself—but I know of no 
other explanation, as so far as my search 
has gone, all literature is silent on the mat- 
ter. 





96S8S—Are We Rich? 


Question—I hear and read much of the great wealth 
of the United States. Is it true that we are the rich- 
est country in the world? 


from a material and financial standpoint, 
I think it is true. It has been stated in the 
press of the country within the last few 
months that the natioral banks of the Uni- 
ted States are worth more than all the bank- 
ing interests of practically all Christendom. 
The Brooklyn Eagle finds that we now have 
in the United States 22,696 millionaires— 
or nearly 8,000 more than we had last year. 
It is said that ten of these millionaires en- 
joy an annual income of $5,000,000, or more. 
In 1916, 876 persons paid taxes on million 
dollar incomes, as against 120 in 1915; sixty 
in 1914, and forty-four in 1913. Figures 
show that large fortunes in this country 
have gained rapidly in the last four years. 
In 1913, 785 persons had their incomes in- 
creased from $100,000 to $150,000; in 1914, 


1,189 had their incomes increased in like 
manner; in 1915, 1,798 did the same, and 
in 1916, 2,900 persons had their incomes 
increased from $100,000 to $150,000. Those 
having larger incomes were increased in 
about the same proportion, but the number 
has increased rapidly each year, till in 1916 
there were 582 persons whose income in- 
creased over $500,000. These figures indi- 
cate a rapid increase in the wealth of the 
citizens of this country. We wish we could 
induce each of these millionaires to read 
again and again with care Rev. 3:17, 18. 
Let us learn to get rich in grace before we 
do in money, for then only shall we know 
what to do with earthly riches. 





969—Is it Wrong to Follow the Fashions? 

Question—I often hear the preachers and some oth- 
ers “lambasting” us women folk because we follow 
the fashions. Do you think it is wrong to be in fash- 
ion ?—Mary. 

That depends on what the fashion is. If 
if be a fashion consistent with what is good 
and worthy, then I think it may pass with- 
out severe criticism. However, I am not 
sure that it is a good thing for the world 
to have its people bow down to any thing 
simply because it is a fashion, for fashions 
change as the wind changes, now and then, 
meanwhile some of the fashions are abom- 
inable. If you wish to know to what I refer, 
walk the streets and keep your eyes open. 
Most likely you will soon have to turn your 
face to keep from seeing what you prefer 
not to see. Every Christian man or woman 
ought to obey the command given us in 
1 Tim. 2: 8-10. Be sure to read it. 





970—Why? Oh, Why? 


Question—I am puzzled to see why the United 
States should send its best and most talented men to 
help France in her difficulties. Can you tell me why 
she does it?—R. 


There are many reasons. Mr. Wilson, our 
President, gave one of the reasons, viz.: To 
make the world safe for democracy. An- 
other reason is the fact that Prussian mil- 
itarism is a curse to the world, and as such, 
it needs to be destroyed. That being true, 
it seems just as reasonable that we should 
help to destroy it, as any other people. 
Then, too, there was a day when the people 
of the United States were in distress. It 
was in that day of distress that the French 
sent men to help us, and they helped us 
nobly. But for the help France gave to the 
United States in that day of distress, no 
one can tell how would have gone that war, 
but with the help of France we know how 
the tide turned in our favor. One of the 
most beautiful acts bearing on this point in 
the soldier life of our men. in France is 
reported as follows: “There is one war 
phrase that deserves to be saved out of the 
hurry and rush of these crowded days. It 
was pronounced by General Pershing. When 


he stood at the tomb of the gallant French- — 


man who gave his sword to the American 
Colonies, Pershing placed his wreath on the 
marble and said in reverent simplicity: 
‘Lafayette, here we are.’ Could a nation’s 
payment of a historic debt have been more 
finely phrased?” 
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THE APOSTOLIC TYPE OF CHRISTIANITY 


the people of this earth needed real 
Christianity, it is now. The ques- 
tion is, Have we got the apostolic type 
of Christianity? That is a question which 
is decidedly interesting. Of course, there 
will be a division of opinion in the an- 
swer. We are not concerned as to what 
may be the answer of human opinion. 
What we wish to know is, What is God’s 
answer to that question? Does the Lord of 
Heaven and earth approve of the present 
day type of Christianity as the genuine, 
the kind the Lord Jesus Christ gave when 
He established His church on the earth? 
Referring, as he evidently did, to this 
day, Paul declared that in the last days 
perilous times should come. Then he gave 


W: are living in perilous days. If ever 


the type of the Christianity (?) which the. 


people would have in this day, and his des- 
cription answers so closely to the kind we 
have to-day, at least in many places, that 
we cannot avoid the conclusion that Paul’s 
last days of peril designate the present time 
and the present world situation. Under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he saw what 
was coming in the latter days. In II. Tim. 
3:1-7, it is clear, at least as we see it, that 
Paul gives the outstanding symptoms of 
this latter day religion, or rather its char- 
acteristics. Listen! He says in the last days 
men will be lovers of themselves, covetous, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affec- 
tion, truce breakers, false accusers, inconti- 
nent, fierce, despisers of the good, traitors, 
heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God, having a form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power thereof. And 
then he adds that this sort of people are 
ever learning, but never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 


Any thinking man must conclude that 
Paul had in mind definite conditions for the 
last days. The same thinking man can hard- 
ly avoid the conclusion that these character- 
istics are largely dominant in the church to- 
day, and if this is true, it is at least pre- 
sumptive evidence that we are in the last 
days to which Paul had reference in the 
language quoted above. If so, there can be 
no question that the type of Christianity of 
to-day is not the apostolic kind. 

Beyond all question the Christianity Paul 
was describing in that third chapter of his 
second Epistle to Timothy was not of the 
apostolic kind, and therefore the conclusion 
is inevitable that we see much of a type of 
religion to-day which is formal, that and 
not much more. In connection with real 
spiritual life a form is not bad—it seems 
a necessity that we have some. forms, but 
when the form stands alone, apart from the 
power of God in human life, then it is that 
form becomes a curse, a hindrance to the di- 
vine life and a spiritual blight to every God- 
given aspiration of the human heart. 

Let us think of a life in which the pre- 
dominating influence is self love, greed for 
gain, pride, blasphemy, disobedience, and in- 


gratitude, unholy aspirations, falsehood, de- 
spisers of the good, traitors, lovers of pleas- 
ures more than lovers of God, with a form 
of godliness, but without its power, ever 
pretending to study Christian truth, but 
never able to come to a real and practical 
knowledge of it, and at once we know that 
is not the apostolic type of Christianity, 
and knowing this much, we should bestir 
ourselves to separate from the false and 
ally ourselves with the truth as we have it 
in Jesus Christ. This should be one of the 
chief aims of the Church to-day—we need 
to get back to the apostolic type of the 
Christian faith and life. 


Perhaps this diagnosis will be questioned. 
If so, it must be questioned in the presence 
of facts, and facts are stubborn things. 
That we have a type of Christianity to-day, 
at least in many instances, which is not 
after the Scriptural kind, may be disputed, 
but it cannot be disproved—since it is every- 
where manifesting itself in the lives of men 
and women who profess the Christian faith. 
The tendency of human nature is constant- 
ly in this direction, save only as it is dom- 
inated by the power of the divine life, and 
this domination of the human heart by the 
power of God is the one supreme element 
in the salvation of the lost. Men naturally 
turn to the form apart from the power, to 
the profession apart from the possession, 
and the results are practically always the 
same, or at least in the same direction— 
away from the vigor of the divine life. 

The apostolic type of Christianity is 
such, not because there was no other type, 
for even in Paul’s day the worldly type 
was common. This is shown by the way he 
warns against it in the message from his 
second letter to Timothy—from such he com- 
mands the church people to turn away, and 
for the reason that it is dangerous to the 
vital spark of the divine life. The Spirit 
of God seems to be ever on the alert lest 
the world spirit choke to death the life of 
the Son of God as it is manifested in be- 
lievers. It is so easy to turn away from the 
higher and better things of light. The flesh 
seems to pull in that direction, while the 
Holy Spirit loves the believer to jealousy 
and ever follows him that He may save him 
from the power of Satan and the love of the 
world. 

Christianity has shown itself to be a pow- 
er of remarkable vigor, when it is given an 
opportunity to take hold of life and lift it 
up to the life which is in Christ. Of course, 
the kind which is formal and devoid of pow- 
er cannot do much in the saving of the 
people, but when men and women enter into 
the fulness of life, the life as given by the 
Spirit, then they have power over the hearts 
and minds of their fellows. That is the type 
of Christianity most needed in the Church 
to-day, and the sooner the fact is recognized 
and the people are taught to know and be- 
lieve and live the truth, the sooner shall we 
see the Church revitalized and made anew 
in Christ. Here is the task of the present 


and the futurd for the people of God—run 
out of the church all of this worldly type 
of religion and make a place for the genuine 
and apostolic type of Christianity. 


IGNORANT OF THE ESSENTIAL 
FEATURES OF CHRISTIANITY 


It may seem to bé an oddity that an ig- 
norant man may be also an intelligent man, 
but it is true. Newspaper men in a general 
way are more intelligent along certain lines 
than are the average men and women. It 
is necessarily so, for they give themselves 
to the study of matters which are needed in 
their work, and yet now and then we find 
leading men in the newspaper fraternity 
very ignorant of some matters which seem 
to be a part of the work they seek to do. 
This is betrayed in the way they write of 
things which are experimental and not the- 
oretical. They see religion from the stand- 
point of things temporal and physical. 

Only to-day as we were reading of what 
some man had said about the union of all 
the Protestant denominations, as a thing of 
the future, a newspaper reporter took the 
matter up and classed the idea this man 
presented as a “religious trust!” Alas, how 
little he did know of the very nature of 
Christianity in its inner life! It may be 
possible to entertain the idea of a religious 
trust in the mere outer organization of the 
Church, but the essential idea of a trust 
seems to us quite foreign to the thought of 
the religious life. Our modern idea of a 
trust, and that is the sense in which this 
newspaper man used it, is a combination of 
capital to control the market and so get an 
advantage over people who are not in the 
trust. That such an idea in religion is pos- 
sible seems to us quite absurd and altogether 
out of place. This man looked upon a re- 
ligious trust as an organization in which 
the efficient methods of cooperation as op- 
posed to competition might be realized. A 
mere ecclesiasticism might possibly accom- 
plish such a feat, but the living church of 
the LIVING CHRIST cannot be hampered 
into any such mechanical arrangement. If 
the dear man who wrote of religion in any 
such way had enjoyed the life of the Christ 
within, he would have known better. This 
is only a single instance, but it is repeated 
again and again as the days come and go. 
It is the result of a man trying to write of 
things about which he knows little. 


CAN MR. ROCKEFELLER LEAD OUR 


BAPTIST BRETHREN? 


We refer to John D. Rockefeller, Jr.,; who 
has recently taken occasion to tell our Bap- 
tist brethren what they need to-do, if they 
would hold an influential place in the re- 
ligious world of the. future.:.The daily press 
reports him as having said recently to a 
company of 200 Baptists, assembled on an 
occasion of some denominational interest, 
this: “The Baptist tenet that baptism by 
immersion is necessary to church member- 
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ship is an obstacle which keeps perhaps 
better Christians than you and me out of 
the Baptist church.” Continuing, he said: 
“Immersion as a condition for membership 
in the church) is man-made. If the Baptist 
Church is to bear its part in the leadership 
of the church of the future, it must not ex- 
clude good Christian men and women on 
matters of form. In the church of the fut- 
ure form and ceremony will play a minor 
part.” 

We quite agree with Mr. Rockefeller as to 
immersion as a condition of membership in 
the visible church being man-made. Again 
and again we have asked for Scriptural 
authority, book, chapter, and verse, for such 
authority as requires immersion to precede 
membership in the church. So far we have 
had only one man to attempt to give such 
reference and he failed flatly, as all men 
must do who will face the facts involved in 
the case. Mr. Rockefeller’s position is that 
held by a distinguished Baptist minister of 
England, the Rev. John Clifford, D. D. Only 
a few months ago, in a series of articles in 
The Journal and Messenger, he boldly took 
a stand against baptism as a prerequisite 
to membership in the church. 


We are told that when Mr. Rockefeller 
made this statement there were present 200 
members of Baptist Churches, and yet not 
one word of comment was offered by way of 
maintaining the long established custom of 
the Baptist Church, and since then we have 
seen references to this speech in not a single 
Baptist paper.* What is the matter, breth- 
ren? Will Mr. Rockefeller, with his millions, 
be able to shut the mouth of the Baptist 
people on a point that they have long held 
as vital to their existence? We are amazed! 





* Since the above was written The Religious Herald, 
Richmond, Va., the organ of Virginia Baptists, has 
spoken out bravely against Mr. Rockefeller’s position. 


DEFIANCE COLLEGE AND ITS 
FRIENDS 

On an invitation from Acting President 
Caris, a large company of the friends of 
Defiance College met there on December 18 
and 19, for conference as to the work of 
that institution. The Dayton brethren were 
delayed by belated trains, so that when they 
arrived, it was then time that the banquet 
of the evening should have been well under 
way, but the brethren had kindly waited 
for their arrival, and perhaps for others 
also. The great dining hall of the college 
was well filled by the invited guests and 
officers and students of the college. The 
evening of the banquet was given largely to 
introducing the people of the Christian 
Church to the friends of Defiance College 
who live in that goodly city, and they were 
there in a most satisfactory way. First 
came the dinner to which many sat down— 
I think I saw only one vacant chair in all 
the hall. 


After the dinner had been so well served, 
various speakers were introduced, somewhat 
as follows: First came music, both vocal 
and instrumental by the college glee clubs 
and possibly others. Then Mr. R. H. Sut- 
phen took charge of the occasion and made a 
very pleasing opening address. He intro- 


duced Supt. E. W. Howey, of the public 
schools of the city of Defiance, who spoke 
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on The Public Schools and the College. 
Judge T. T. Shaw was the next speaker, who 
gave us a fine address on The Professional 
Man and the College. Rev. C. E. Shields 
followed him and gave a very spirited ad- 
dress on The Churches and the College. The 
Ladies’ Glee Club sang for us, after which 
President W. G. Clippinger, of Otterbein 
College, spoke on The College and the Na- 
tion, and a very strong address it was. 
Then Mr. Sutphen said it was not his 
purpose to introduce other speakers, but he 
felt that he could not close the occasion 
without calling on Acting President Caris 
to give us a few words, which he did in a 
most interesting way. During the evening 
several very tender and beautiful references 
were made to the splendid work of the late 
President McReynolds, who met a tragic 
death, together with Mrs. McReynolds, on 
October 3. Though he was gone, yet his 
life’s labors spoke most eloquently. That was 
the only shadow that rested on this very 
pleasant occasion. We wish we could tell 
who were present, but that is practically im- 
possible. It is sufficient to say that there 
was a large attendance of many of the lead- 
ing men of the city and also of the Christian 
Church at large, at least within what is 
known as “the Defiance territory.” Acting 
President Caris, of the college, announced 
that a meeting would be held the next morn- 
ing, following the chapel service, a meeting 
of great importance to the college. He urg- 
ed all to be present. Then we were dismiss- 
ed and though somewhat at a late hour, we 


retired and got enough sleep to do us for the > 


next day. 

Bright and early the next morning we 
were up and on the go to see the surround- 
ings of the college, and then came breakfast, 
and then the chapel service, in which Rev. 
McD. Howsare was the principal speaker. 
He gave a strong address on The Wingless 
Victory. This was followed by the meeting 
for which we had been called together. It 
was announced that it had been decided to 
consider in this meeting to make an early 
effort to raise a McReynolds Memorial En- 
dowment Fund of One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars, to be dedicated to the support of 
the institution for which Dr. McReynolds 
had given the service of his life and in 
which service he met a tragic death. The 
speakers on this occasion were: Rev. E. D. 
Gilbert, Warren, Ind., who spoke on behalf of 
the students of the college; Rev. O. W. Pow- 
ers, D. D., Dayton, O.,who spoke on behalf of 
the Trustees. Rev. Omer S. Thomas gave the 
principal address, on The Leadership of the 
College in the World’s Work. Rev. H. Rus- 
sell Clem, of Springfield, spoke as the Presi- 
dent of the Ohio State Christian Associa- 
tion. Then Dr. Burnett spoke in behalf of 
The American Christian Convention, after 
which an expression by a rising vote was 
taken as to the wishes of the people present 
to go forward at once with the raising of the 
proposed McReynolds Endowment Fund. The 
idea was heartily favored. ' 

Then Acting President Caris spoke brief- 
ly of the outlook and of his wishes and 
intentions in connection with the raising of 
this fund, and the meeting came to a close, 
when the larger part of the visitors bade 
farewell to the college friends and made for 
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the trains which should take them home. 
We should be glad to say more of this in- 
teresting occasion, but space forbids. 

J.-P. B, 





Mentionings 





*** The Herald of Light says: “It is 
better to wear a calico dress without trim- 
mings, if it be paid for, than to owe the 
shop-keeper for the most elegant silk, cut 
and trimmed in the most bewitching man- 
ner.” That is good doctrine—let us prac- 
tice it. 


oe ok ok 


We regret to hear of the continued 
illness of Mrs. Watkins, the beloved com- 
panion of President Watkins, of Palmer Col- 
lege, Albany, Mo. A private note from Dr. 
Watkins says: “Mrs. Watkins continues in 
a critical condition and suffers much. Her 
noble spirit bears up well, but I can see 
that she is failing. She has not been out 
of the house since the middle of August, ex- 
cept the day Dr. Coffin was here—she came 
to the college to hear his address.” A host 
of friends will deeply sympathize with Dr. 
and Mrs. Watkins in her serious affliction. 
May the Lord graciously give her strength 
according to her need. 


*** What ought to be done with Col. Lucas 
for passing so near Dayton and not coming 
to see us? It was perhaps his only oppor- 
tunity to give us a chance to see the grand 
old man of Santa Cruz, and yet when he 
came within a hundred miles of Dayton, 
he “passed by on the other side.” We offer 
him a compromise. If he will write more 
frequently for THE HERALD, we will pass 
by his oversight. By the way, we are won- 
dering if our Hoosier brethren read his 
article in THE HERALD of last week! If 
they did not, they will do well to go back 
and hunt up that issue and read what he 
said of some of our churches in Indiana. 
If they did read it, we hope it made a good 
impression on them—one that will put them 
to the task of correcting the mistakes of the 
past. 


*** DEAR MR. RATHBUN:—Enclosed 
please find stamps to the value of seventy- 
five cents to renew my subscription to THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY for the next five 
months, commencing January, 1918. I am 
very much interested in the very fine arti- 
cles and sermons appearing in this period- 
ical week by week. I am heart and soul 
with your very able, scholarly, and spirit- 
ually-minded editor, Dr. Pressley Barrett, 
in his able, clear, and whole-hearted defense 
of the Bible and the saving power of the 
cross. I pray for the success of your paper. 
—Rev. R. E. Jones, The Parsonage, Jack- 
man, Maine. Bro. Jones is a Congrega- 
tional pastor. He therefore writes without 
church bias in favor of THE HERALD, be- 
sides it was not written to the editor, which 
makes its value all the more appreciated. 
Does it not seem, if pastors of other denom- 
inations so appreciate our paper, our own 
pastors might well afford to give hearty 
support? We thank you, Bro. Jones, for 
your words of appreciation. Besides paying 
for THE HERALD for his own home, he very 
generously adds to the riches of its columns, 
now and then, by matter from his pen. Do 
so oftener, Bro. Jones. 











*** Rev. C. S. Masterson is settled in 
his work at Campbellstown, Ohio. 


*** Rev. W. D. Samuel, D. D., is settled 
in his new field at Ottawa River, Ohio. 


*** Tf you will read the sermon in this 
issue by Rev. Leon E. Smith, Huntington, 
Indiana, you may form some idea as to why 
the Huntington people are so pleased with 
their pastor. 


*** Let us pray for our colleges in these 
days of trial, for many of them are passing 
through great trials. They are pressed for 
funds to do their work in the face of great- 
ly diminished numbers of students and so 
greatly reduced finances. 


*** Tn this issue appears a vigorous ar- 
ticle from the pen of Rev. C. A. McDaniel, 
Milford, N. J. We believe he takes the right 
view of the question discussed. Read it 
carefully and prayerfully, for you need as 
a Christian man or woman to know things 
of which he writes. 


*** Ts it fair? Is it right? We mean to 
designate so many things as the gospel? We 
hear of the gospel of toil, the gospel of hard 
work, the gospel of horse sense, and beside 
these there are many other gospels of a 
similar class. Now, we do not say that these 
things might not be honored by the word 
gospel, but why try to appropriate the one 
glorious name given to the good news of sal- 
vation to so many other things? Why not 
get some other name for these and keep 
the one good old word gospel for the good 
news of salvation as sent to a lost world? 
Do let us leave at least this distinguishing 
mark to the great offer of eternal life to as 
many as believe. 


*** Lilioukalani, the deposed queen of 
Hawaii, died November 11, last. She was 
seventy-nine years of age, and had been 
feeble for quite a while. She came to the 
throne in 1891. Her reign was short, for 
she was deposed in 1898. The Hawaiians 
have a peculiar custom, as detailed by Rev. 
S. L. Livingston, in The Christian Conserv- 
ator of December 18. On the night of No- 
vember 12, her funeral service was begun. 
Four men on each side of the bier kept the 
body moving for seven days. These men 
were relieved every two hours. Her funeral 
was one of great display and attended by a 
tremendous crowd. Love of display is not 
common to Americans only. 


*** A young man on the battle front in 
France a few days ago wrote thus to his 
pastor, who had been praying for him: “I 
thank you with all my heart for remember- 
ing me at the Throne of Grace. Please 
honor me by continuing in the same, for 
your prayers are being answered. I have 
taken my stand out here for the Master, 
though it has been, and still is, no easy mat- 
ter, but the joy in doing so compensates for 
all the petty persecutions.” Let Christians 
everywhere pray for the men at the front— 
that they may have hearts yielding to the 
Spirit and be able to walk in the way of 





righteousness. If you can help even cne 
soldier to stand for Christ while in the 
trenches, do not fail to do it. 


*** T united with the Delhi church six- 
ty-three years ago, when a boy thirteen 
years old—no other church seems like home 
to me, although twenty-five years ago it 
ceased to have preaching only because it 
was not financially able to employ a minis- 
ter. For a number of years we kept up the 
Sunday-school and prayer-meeting till, with- 
in a very few years. Deacon Stoutenburg is 
still living at the advanced age of eighty- 
three years. I enclose my yearly offering 
to be divided between home and foreign mis- 
sions.—Geo. W. Grant, Delhi, N. Y. We 
are glad to hear from you, brother. Any man 
who can stand true to his convictions for 
twenty-five years after his church is dead 
is worthy of the love of our brotherhood. 
The offering was turned over to Dr. Morrill. 


*** And so it comes to pass in these days 
when the apostles of new thought are very 
active, that certain changes are desired, but 
for what? Can there be any good in un- 
necessary changes? There are those who 
have even tried to induce law-making bodies 
to order the people to keep one day in seven. 
But that is not what God said about this mat- 
ter. He said to keep the seventh day, not the 
third or fifth, but the seventh. It is argued 
that it is not convenient for many people to 
keep the seventh day, and therefore these 
should be allowed to keep’ any day they 
may prefer during the week. If we wished 
to make certain of destroying the Sabbath, 
we could hardly fall upon a plan that would 
be more certainly successful. It is plain 
enough to see if Tom Jones and his family 
keep Monday as their Sabbath, and William 
Smith and his family keep Wednesday, and 
George Johnson and his family keep Friday, 
they can have no common regard for the 
Sabbath, and the result in keeping one day 
in seven gives the people a holiday, but 
destroys the Sabbath, as such. We need the 
Sabbath, not merely one day in seven. One 
day in seven may be all right, as a holiday, 
if needed, but we need the first day of the 
week, as a day for worship and rest. 


*** We have seen many queer ways of 
dressing, but they were all excelled on a 
recent evening as we were coming into Day- 
ton on a traction car. Three ladies came 
in and were seated. Though the ground 
was covered in snow and had been for more 
than ten days, yet they were dressed in a 
thin, gauzy material. The arms were ex- 
posed to the shoulders, behind this guazy 
stuff from the shoulder out to the wrist. 
One of these ladies had her entire outer 
dress made of this thin, guazy stuff, so that 
her underclothing was just as visible from 
her shoulders to her feet, as were her arms. 
These ladies may have been church mem- 
bers for all we know, but we are sure this 
particular dress did not belong to the 
church. Unless we are mistaken badly, this 
manner of dress for ladies came from wom- 
en of a certain character in one of the most 
wicked cities in the world, and yet, is it 

















not a fact that many of our Christian wom- 
en take up the fashions of a bad crowd and 
wear them? Why should we do it? As we 
see it, this lady might as well have stopped 
her dressing when she had put on her outer 
underskirt. Her person would have been 
as much protected from the public gaze 
without that filmy, gauzy stuff as with it. 
Oh, do let us learn some lessons in modesty 
in dress! 


*** Our brethren generally will admire 
the spirit and pluck of Rev. H. Russell Jay. 
Soon after taking charge of the Shiloh 
Christian church, he found the fuel supply 
for heating the church was exhausted, or 
nearly so. Something must be done, or the 
church services must be suspended. The 
Dayton Journal tells what he did as follows: 
“When Rev. Russell Jay, pastor of the First 
Christian church of Shiloh, found that the 
wood supply at his church had been ex- 
hausted and that there was danger that 
services would have to be suspended unless 
fuel was procured at once, he called upon 
some of his congregation members and laid 
his case before them. W.G. Turner at once 
donated a few trees out in his big woods and 
gathering a number of his members togeth- 
er, Rev. Jay headed the ‘chopping bee’ that 
followed. As a result enough wood was cut 
and hauled to the church to last for six or 
eight weeks.” 


*** Last Sunday morning Rev. H. L. 
Adams, Y.M.C.A. Secretary at Atlanta, Ga., 
spoke to the people of the First church, 
Dayton, concerning the work of the church 
for the saving of men in this war. We have 
rarely seen the congregation so moved as 
under his simple presentation of this theme. 
God bless the man in his noble mission to 
the soldiers. Pray for him. Sunday even- 
ing the First church Sunday-school gave a 
very pleasing Christmas celebration, and it 
was considered very good. The offering on 
the occasion was for the relief of the Arme- 
nian sufferers. The departments presented 
their offerings separately. Our Bro. Netum 
Rathbun presented the offering for the Sen- 
ior and Adult Department, and in doing so 
he said: “Because of humanitarian teach- 
ings in the life of ‘The Babe of Bethlehem,’ 
we, too, are assembled half-the world-away 
from the place of the manger-cradle, to ren- 
der Him our homage and worship, and to 
offer our gifts of treasure to go back near 
that Holy Land to alleviate hunger and suf- 
fering among the Armenians—a people who 
have always revered and honored Jesus 
Christ—a subject people, without an or- 
ganized government of their own and there- 
fore unable to borrow funds to provide even 
their sustenance; and now under extreme 
affliction and persecution and attempted ex- 
termination by the ‘terrible Turk.’ And 
this money, which is a part of our life be- 
cause received in exchange for service ren- 
dered, is given with the hope and prayer 
that the Father’s blessing may rest upon 
and be with the giver, the gift, and recip- 
ients; that in and by and through all His 
‘good-will among men’ may be strengthened 
and extended.” 
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Sermon on Home Missions : = Others not of This Fold 
By Rev. Carlyle Summerbell, A. M., D. D,. Wolfeboro, N. H. 


Luke 4:43, 44: “And he said unto them, I must 
preach the kingdom of God to other cities also; for 
therefore am I sent. And he preached in the syna- 
gogues of Galilee.” 


Other cities, other sheep, other lives, the 
“other fellow” took up a great deal of the 
thought of Jesus Christ. He was not willing 
to settle down in the interesting work of the 
carpenter in the town of Nazareth, nor was 
he desirous of dwelling in the influential 
city of Jerusalem, acquiring a fortune to 
enjoy a comfortable old age. Nor did he 
seem to take a particular interest in getting 
a “pull” with the churchmen of his days, 
the intellectual Sadducees and the zealous 
Pharisees, so as to hold office and receive 
merited degrees. And, unlike many esteemed 
clergymen of the present day, he cared no 
more for the rich and their opinions, than 
he did for the words of forsaken women who 
had drunk the cup of misery. He never 
worried even about his soul’s salvation, al- 
though at times he felt as if he were almost 
alone. But there was a great burning love 
in his heart for the men and women of his 
day, so that he wept over them, cured their 
sickness and finally died for them, not be- 
cause he must, but because he loved. This 
was the spring of his action and the in- 
spiration of his soul. 


And the record of his life, incomplete as 
it must needs be, and seen through the 
glasses of finite reporters, is yet the great- 
est ideal for the leaders of our generation, 
especially in its sense of “otherliness.” For 
the truly magnificent characters of the dis- 
ciples of Jesus are formed not by dwelling 
upon one’s own self and one’s liraitation, but 
by loosing one’s self in the real work of 
life. 

In 1915, before the Church Federation, 
President Woodrow Wilson said; 

Moreover, I believe if I set out to form 
my character as the chief object of my life, 
I would become an odious prig. I am not 
put in this world to make a handsome 
creature of myself: I am put into it to fol- 
low the right leaders and to serve my fellow- 
men; and if I do my business, my character 
will take care of itself. Character is a by- 
product, and if you set to work to make the 
by-product for its own sake, you will spoil 
the main object. 

You all remember the story of how the 
old English clock got its motto. The artisan 
did not have one to suit him, and so he asked 
a blunt gentleman for a motto. And the 
gentleman replied, “O, go about your busi- 
ness.” “Thank you,” said the seeker, “I 
have the motto.” And so upon the clock 
tower was written the extortion which we 
all need, to go about our business. 

And that incident of Jesus’ childhood, 
when he went up to the temple asking ques- 
tions of the professors and teachers, showed 
that at the age of twelve, Jesus knew he 
must be about His Father’s business, which 
was his business. And that business was to 
save the world. 

In the seventeenth chapter of Matthew he 
says, “If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me, For whosoever would save his 
life shall loose it, and whosoever shall loose 
his life for my sake shall find it.” 


Paul understood this great philosophy and 
in the thirteenth chapter of Corinthians, 
that psalm of the New Testament, he taught 
that although a man preached oratorically, 
or knew prophecy, or gave goods to the 
poor, or his body to be burned, simply for 
his own aggrandizment, without love for the 
one served, it was nothing, and amounted to 
nothing. If it was simply for himself, it 
was a commercial transaction, which might 
have virtue as thrift always has virtues, but 
which had nothing to do with the higher 
spiritual values of life. 

Christian character then is a by-product, 
coming out of doing the deeds of Jesus: it 
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can no more be acquired by some intellectual 
sleight of mind, than the character of a 
musician can be acquired without constant 
practice, practice, practice, or a carpenter 
can learn to be a carpenter without the ex- 
ercise of brain and muscle in the use of 
tools, or a physician can learn to be a heal- 
ing doctor without practicing upon patient 
people. 

Good people who have had wonderful ex- 
periences at certain stated times, occasion- 
ally have a way of glorying in these ex- 
periences, that makes the every-day Chris- 
tian man or woman, who does the labor of 
cleaning the church, sewing in the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, making up the deficiency on the 
pastor’s salary, and laboring like Martha of 
old, question whether he ever had the real 
genuine old-time religion. And mothers who 
give their lives for their children, and fa- 
thers who furnish the home and the where- 
with-all for the making of the mother’s care 
possible, fear they do not have time for 
religion, not knowing that when they do a 
thing for the very least of these little bro- 
thers and sisters of Christ, they are minis- 
tering unto him. 

Home Missions is not all-important; it 
is a by-product of the kingdom of God. For- 
eign Missions is not all-important; it is a 





by-product of the kingdom of God. The great 
thing in life is not to have just the right 
kind of clothes, although clothes are es- 
sential, nor the right kind of food, although 
preachers want three meals a day, or the 
right kind of manners, although manners 
are nice in others, but it is LIFE—LIFE— 
Life. Jesus came to bring us life, and not a 
little, narrow, scrimpy, small, no account 
thing, but abundant life, abounding life, 
that sees the birds and the grass and the 
flowers, that takes account of the games of 
children, and pities the poor folk, heals the 
sick, and loves the sinner, and brings the 
kingdom of God nearer and dearer to the 
hearts of humanity. 

The church is simply the vehicle or avenue 
by which we try to accomplish this, and 
Home Missions is the method adopted by our 
churches for helping other people in the home 
land outside our own community, to have 
the same religion we have, and to know the 
Christ whom we love. If it is very precious 
to us, and we have good-will to others, we 
will want to pass it along. If it is a matter 
of slight import to us, or we do not have 
good-will to others, then we will have no 
desire to help along Home Missions. 

But I wonder if a really live man or wo- 
man to-day, who has mercy in his heart, 
can live and not care for his own America! 
Perhaps there are such, but they have never 
looked into their own hearts after looking 
at the world. Why not take time to consider 
our relation to the world? As W. Dayton 
Wegefarth says: 


Have you done things worth while, have 
you drifted along, 

Have you filled it with sighs, have you filled 
it with song, 

Have you helped when you should, have you 
tried to do right, 

Have you struggled for good, or just fought 
on for might? 


Have you given your hand to some fellow 
in need, 

Have you sneered at the man who was not 
of your creed, 

Have you been open-hearted and ready to 
do, ’ 

Have you tried to be just, have you tried to 
be true? 


In your judgment of men, have you been 
always fair, 

Have you learned to forgive in the face of 
despair, 

Have you fought against greed, or suc- 
cumbed to its lust, 

Have you learned what it means to protect 
and to trust? 


Oh, it’s easy to preach and it’s easy to tell 

Of the other chap’s faults—but our own 
faults, ah, well! 

We are cowards at times, and the truth, 
you will find, 

Is a thing we dislike, for it’s rather unkind. 


But the Past, let it rest. Give a thought to 
To-day, 

And To-morrow, as well, for the Time’s 
growing gray; 

Do the things that you should, do the best 
that you can, 

Crown your life with your deeds—be a red- 
blooded man! 


All that we are asked to do in Home Mis- 
sions, is to give as the Lord has prospered 
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us—“Do the things that you should, do the 
best that you can.” The churches which we 


help are not rich and powerful, and the peo- 
ple are in modest circumstances. But these 


people can be reached and are being reached, 
and from them come the great Light Bear- 
ers of the World. Their lives are as pre- 
cious to the Almighty as the lives of the 
very rich or the very learned or the very 
powerful. And they often have a greater 
influence on the world that abides than the 
men and women whose influence depends 
almost wholly on their exalted position. 

A few years ago my father and I were 


‘travelling through central Europe, and we 


found that an extra engine had been con- 
nected with our train, for we were going up, 
up, up. And when we got off at the station, 
we saw the sign of devoutness and piety, 
not only in the cross erected in the most 
prominent places, but in the faces of the 
peasants. For this was Oberammergau, 
where a priest many years ago had con- 
ceived the idea of training his little parish 
to give a great play, with the figure of the 
Christ for the hero; the enactment of the 
New Testament story to show gratitude for 
the mercy of God in staying the plague. 
And so every ten years, with devoutness and 
prayer, and reverence, the great play of the 
ages is reproduced under the open sky in 
this little village. To these simple peasant 
people come the great and small of the earth, 
the stranger from foreign lands, and 
the neighboring countrymen. Thousands 
journey there, and the scene enacted in the 
Holy Land reflects its glory in the Bava- 
rian town. Those who take the leading part 
must live lives of godliness, and especially 
the one who acts the Christ must be pure 
and holy. To be chosen for that part, is one 
of the greatest honors coming to man in 
this generation. 

I have often wondered about the good 
foiks who lived there and took their sublime 
parts in the Passion Play, so simply and so 
wonderfully, how much the cruel war has 
made the homes desolate, how many of the 
men have fallen. And as I write this ser- 
mon, come the following words from Anton 
Lang, whose life caused him to be chosen to 
play the part of the “Christus,” and who 
in this war is in the uniform of the Red 
Cross. 

Fifty of our people have fallen. How 
shall it end? I see no end. I see another 
spring of fighting bloodier than ever. And 
if neither side is defeated—then more fight- 
ing, with millions being killed and millions 
of others working so other millions shall be 
killed, with some of those millions becoming 
rich in the war. 

I recall Christ’s words: “Who takes the 
sword shall perish by the sword.” That 
doesn’t mean Europe shall perish by the 
sword, but I interpret the phrase to mean 
that he who starts war shall perish. 

I would be glad if there were no militar- 
ism in any land. Shall poison always be 
used to destroy poison? Isn’t there another 
method? Cannot all militarism be destroyed 


by international agreements? Cannot Amer- 
ica take the first step? 


* * * * * * 


I hope America is never threatened by 
such a war. As long as there are armies, 
and as long as nations prepare, there will 
be war. Until all unite and agree to limit 
their armies and navies to mere police force 
size, wars will continue. Fifty or sixty 
— after this war ends there may be an- 
other. 


That is the saddest thought to-day. Why 
has England the largest navy? Why has 
Germany the largest army? Because of 
world trade. 

How sad it is to see Christmas day and 
no end to war. 

Thus spoke the calm faced, big bodied, 
big hearted, simple saint, Anton Lang. He 
wants America to take the first step in de- 
stroying the curse of militarism. He may 
be wrong: perhaps it is necessary to return 
blow for blow, evil for evil, and death for 
death, but do we not feel in our secret 
hearts that this child philosophy may after 
all be the solution of war’s problems, and 
that America is highly honored in the sweet 
faith of our friend who wants Christmas 
without bloodshed, and the world without 
war? 

Would that America might be all that we 
wish and hope! Would that from this land 
so richly favored by God from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the forests of the North, might 
come the great and powerful influence of the 
word of the Lord, permanently stilling the 
tempest of the nations, freeing the captives 
in the prison houses, and making the king- 
dom of God come upon earth as it is in 
heaven? What shall we do to help bring 
this about? Let us each do our part to save 
America that America may save the world. 


THE ADULT BIBLE CLASS 


{Abstract “The ne of the Adult Bible Class 
to the Sunday-school,”” by E. F. Arras, Columbus, be- 
fore the third annual acts Bible Class Convention, 
Norwood, Nov. 16. Released for all afternoon papers 
same date.—T. T. F.] 


“To-day the resources of the allied na- 
tions are turned toward the common enemy 
of humanity, as the hand of the strong na- 
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tion is extended to the weaker nation and 
the world realizes that might does not make 
right. The practical life of the twentieth 
century has written, in no uncertain way, 
that knowledge and service must not be sep- 
arated,” says Mr. E. F. Arras, of Colum- 
bus, who addressed the Adult Bible Class 
Convention Friday afternoon, Nov. 16, on 
“The Relation of the Adult Bible Class to 
the Sunday-school.” 


“The difference between the old and the 
new Adult Bible classes,” he continued, “is 
in the application of these two terms, know]l- 
edge and service. The old unorganized 
classes meant knowledge without, while the 
class of to-day means knowledge with serv- 
ice. The old-fashioned class had no inten- 
tion of serving others, but the class of to- 
day hears the call for service in every les- 
son.” 


Stating that it should be the aim of the 
Bible Class to search out the needs and the 
aims of the Sunday-school, and help the 
Sunday-school as furnishing workers for all 
the departments, helping the children to 
study their Bible lessons at home, getting 
new names for the roll, assisting in organ- 
ization. “The Bible Class,” he said, “should 
help to save our State and Nation from the 
grasp of the traitors who would despoil our 
citizenship and destroy our army for per- 
sonal gain. It should build up a church 
membership that will grow in service and 
number. 


“Too often,” he concluded, “the question is 
asked as to what is the attendance of the 
Bible Class. That is not important. The 
important question is not numbers but 
quality.” 


oe & & 


OUR UNHAPPY DIVISIONS 


By Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D. 


One of the striking reports from one of 
the commissions, made to the Executive 
Committee of the Churches of Christ in 
America, in its session at Cincinnati, recent- 
ly held, suggested a closer cooperation of 
the various denominations in Christian serv- 
ice, and the early union of religious “fam- 
ilies,” who have a similar cultus, doctrine, 
and history. 

In the course of the resolution, the phrase, 
“Our present unhappy divisions,” was em- 
ployed, and at the moment it touched the 
writer as being particularly appropriate, as 
well as particularly significant. 


The student of history understands the 
rise and development of that separate de- 
nominational life, of which we in America 
have such numerous examples. Many of 
these denominations differ from others of 
the same family almost as slightly as Twee- 
dledum differs from Tweedledee; and yet 
though they are so similar in life, in doc- 
trine, and in ultimate purpose, each of them 
clings to its own peculiarity as if the wel- 
fare of the universe hinged upon its devo- 
tion to that particular thing. 

And yet what loss in material and re- 
sources and men the Church has suffered! 
Speakers in this very Cincinnati meeting 
have deplored the difficulty in mobilizing 


the Christian forces in the neighborhood of 
some of the military camps, rising from the 
rivalries and lack of coordination among 
some of these denominations, that have 
trouble in working in hearty concert with 
brethren of a slightly different form of the 
faith. 

Still, it is something for the Church to 
discover and get it fixed in its inner con- 
sciousness, that its divisions are “unhappy.” 
Too frequently such divisions have been re- 
garded with favor and have been encour- 
aged as worthy of a noble pride. 


Let the understanding become general 
that “divisions” are “unhappy,” and that 
they stand in the way of Christian progress; 
precisely as the recent, but now discarded, 
policy of the Allies in Belgium and France, 
of each nation going it alone, prevented that 
joint pressure upon the enemy which makes 
for victory, and there will come a demand 
for a better mobilization of the Christian 
host, and a practical plan of “getting to- 
gether,” that will speed the triumph of the 
Cross. 


Give not thy tongue too great liberty lest 
it take thee prisoner. A word spoken is like 
the sword in the scabbard, thine; if vented, 
thy sword is in another’s hand.— Quarles. 
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“KULTURIZED” 
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CHRISTIANITY 


Rev. C. A. McDaniel, B. A., Milford, N. J. 


Since 1870 there has been a steady stream 
of German “kultur” overflowing the world, 
filtering with audacious cunning into the 
very fountainheads of existing civilizations. 
This astounding revelation has been made 
clear within the past three years. The na- 
tions of the earth have been the unsuspect- 
ing participants involved in the world-wide 
plan of the Hohenzollerns to Germanize 
them. Our own beloved America furnishes 
a striking example of this ambitious scheme. 
The public schools, academies, colleges, un- 
iversities, and theological seminaries have 
been unwittingly inoculated with the poison 
of this propaganda. Politics, industries, 
commerce, the arts and sciences all alike 
have been used as channels to aid and abet 
kaiserism and kultur. 


Warnings have been given that the Ger- 
man courses in the institutions of learning 
are a part of this insidious plan to infect 
impressionable minds of youth with “kultur” 
virus, teaching that Germany is superior to 
any nation on the globe, that a German is a 
super-man, that the Kaiser must be wor- 
shiped next to “Gott.” 


Especially has “kultur” disrupted Chris- 
tian doctrine in America. It has settled like 
a pall upon Christian faith and numbers its 
volunteers by the thousands. Germany is 
the hot-bed of destructive criticism of God’s 
Holy Word and her “kultured” theological 
professors and writers have succeeded in 
domineering many of our religious schools 
with their loudly acclaimed superior scien- 
tific researches into divine revelation. “Hun” 
theology thereby has led many captives be- 
hind its chariot from our seminaries and 
pulpits, thus basking in the favor of a far- 
reaching influence throughout the rank and 
file of professed believers. American Prot- 
estantism must suffer the charge of being 
“kulturized” to no small degree. The writ- 
ings of such noted men in religious research 
as Harnack, Eucken, and others have had 
wide reading and study throughout our land 
by both ministers and students. The in- 
fluence has been telling. Yet these very 
writers are confessedly a part of the great 
monster machine of “kaiserism and kultur.” 
The results are an open book to all when 
we see the power of a LIVING faith wound- 
ed in the hearts of many. God has been 
mocked, for they artfully imply that the 
Bible is not the inspired Word of God, leav- 
ing in our hands a mutilated record; they 
exalt Christ as a man, but shake their heads 
at the virgin birth of our Lord, and rob Him 
of His sacrificial atonement, leaving to us a 
bloodless Redeemer; they have grieved and 
sinned against the blessed Holy Spirit in 
belittling His work of grace, leaving us 
without a Comforter and Guide. This is 
“kulturized” Christianity. This is apostasy. 
This is the type of Christianity that has 
failed so miserably in the land of kultur. 
The type of Christianity we have in America 
will soon have ample opportunity for test- 
ing its strength and its quality. All forms 
of professed faith are being shown up in the 
limelight. The crisis reveals the type wheth- 
€r a person is a mere nominal professor, or 


a selfish, soulless, merely pious kind. It’s 
coming—the time of sifting. 


“Hun” theology or its equivalent has ef- 
fected the life and spirit of all churches, 
ours included. We have a so-called “liber- 
alizing” element within our ministry who 
have been blinded by the claims of this ruth- 
less scholarship. In fact, Protestantism is 
a veritable Babel, or in other words, a con- 
fusion of tongues. Unity is professed and 
preached, but the denominating labels may 
never be effaced. Prophecy is being liter- 
ally fulfilled as in the past, for these are 
prophetic times as well. Truly, on the part 
of a great majority of professed Christians, 
there is displayed a form of godliness, but 
they have not the power thereof. They cry, 
“Lord, Lord,” but do not keep His command- 
ments. 


One precious doctrine, the Second Coming 
of our Lord, has been very much, discussed 
within the past three years with various 
interpretations. Some set it aside with very 
thin interpretations, thus robbing prophecy 
of its flower. Others look upon it as useless 
speculation. Recently a manifesto was is- 
sued in London which by its very nature is 
of great moment respecting the advent of 
our Lord. It was signed by such noted 
ministers as G. Campbell Morgan, A. C. 
Dixon, W. Fuller Gooch, J. Stuart Holden, 
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H. Webb-Peploe, F. S. Webster, Dimsdale T. 
Young, Alfred kird, J. S. Harrison, and F. B. 
Myer. Thisisthe statement: “1. That the 
present crisis points towards’ the close of the 
times of the Gentiles. 2. That the Revela- 
tion of our Lord may be expected at any 
moment, when He will be manifested as 
evidently as to His disciples on the evening 
of His Resurrection. 3. That the completed 
Church will be translated to be ‘forever 
with the Lord.’ 4. That Israel will be re- 
stored to its own land in unbelief, and be 
afterwards converted by the appearance of 
Christ on its behalf. 5. That all schemes of 
reconstruction must be subsidiary to the 
second coming of our LoiJ, because all na- 
tions will then be subject to His rule. 6. That 
under the reign of Christ there will be a 
further great effusion of the Holy Spirit up- 
on all flesh. 7. That the truths embodied in 
this statement are of the utmost practical 
value in determining Christian character 
and action with reference to the pressing 
problems of the hour.” This is a general 
statement, which does not profess to decide 
on particular details of prophetic interpre- 
tation. 

Have our eyes been so materialized, kul- 
turized, and blinded that we cannot see, and 
our ears dulled and ladened with sound that 
we cannot hear? When He comes, shall He 
find us watching? Work, preach, and save 
while it is day. Keep the uplifted Christ 
before all nations for the time may be short. 
It is the day of our “great commission.” 
Even so, come Lord. 


eo @ & 


Connection Between Means and Ends in Salvation 


(Continued from last week) 


III. We ARE TO CONSIDER MAN’S AGENCY 
IN His OWN SALVATION. 


“Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling.” 

1. We remark that salvation is a work; 
it implies the DOING of something. 


Whatsoever the hand findeth to do must 
be done with all the might. The expression 
“Work out’? means the doing of a thing thor- 
oughly. The one who would work out his 
salvation must strive to enter in at the 
straight gate. Whatever else the language 
means, it must mean this, that no one can 
be saved in a state of idleness and sloth. 


2. The language also implies that it is 
a work of care and much solicitation. 


It is to be done with “fear and trembling.” 
This is a proverbial expression and will be 
sufficiently explained by a comparison with 
another passage in which the same words 
are used. In Eph. 6:5 servants are com- 
manded to be obedient to them that are 
their masters “according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in singleness of their 
heart, as unto Christ,” 2 e., with a single 
eye to the will and providence of God. Not 
with eye service, or, men-pleasers, but as 
the servants of Christ, doing the will of 
God from the heart. 


They were to do whatever they did as the 
will of God, and with all their ability. 


These strong expressions of the apostle 
seem to imply two things: 


1. That we do all that we do in religion 
with the utmost earnestness of spirit and 
with all care and caution, and 

2. That we do it with the utmost dili- 
gence, speed, punctuality, and exactness, as 
the master requires his servants to perform 
all their duties. 

“With the same temper and in the same 
manner in which Christian servants serve 
their masters, that are above earth, let 
‘those who would work out their salvation 
with fear and trembling,’ labor to serve 
their master which is in heaven.” 


“1, With the utmost earnestness of spirit. 

2. With the utmost diligence, speed, 
punctuality, and exactness.”—Wesley. 

3. But what are the steps to be taken in 
order to the working out our salvation with 
fear and trembling? 

The prophet Isaiah states the first step 
to be the ceasing to do evil. Evidently no 
one can work out his salvation till this step 
be taken. Suppose that he who is in the 
habit of using intoxicating drink, as a bev- 
erage, comes to the conclusion that it is high 
time for him to work out his salvation with 
fear and trembling. What evidently in his 
case would be the first step? He must evi- 


dently abstain from the intoxicating bowl. 


The habitual Sabbath breaker must cease 
transgressing this command of God. The 
profane swearer must no longer take the 
name of the Lord, his God, in vain. The one 
addicted to a thoughtless, careless, and mer- 
ry life must become sober, serious, thought- 
ful. You must flee from all sin, as from 
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the face of a serpent, would you work out 
your salvation. You must avoid the very 
appearance of evil. Wicked, thoughtless 
companions must be given up, sinful pleas- 
ures must be abandoned. Wicked, irrelig- 
ious principles must be given up. ‘The fool- 
ish must be forsaken, would we live. The 
exhortation is “forsake the foolish and live.” 

“Wherefore come out from among them 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will re- 
ceive you: and will be a father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor. 6:17) 

4. The next step as laid down by the 
prophet is “Learn to do well.” 

Resolve to do whatever God requires you 
to do. Search the Scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life. Compare your 
past life with the requirements of God’s 
holy law. Compare your heart with that 
holiness without which no man shall see the 
Lord, and be willing to be abased, to be 
mean and low and vile in your own eyes. 
Be willing in the language of the prophet 
“to remember your own evil ways, and your 
doings that have not been good, and to 
loathe yourselves in your own sight, for 
your iniquities and your abominations.” 

Learn to do well. Do all manner of good 
to your fellow creatures, to their souls as 
well as their bodies. Let God be worshiped 
by thee, in spirit and in truth, in the closet, 
the family, the social circle, and in the house 
of prayer. Do all heartily as unto the Lord, 
and not unto man, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks unto the Father 
through Him. Let it be your business, your 
chief care, to serve the Lord in self-denial, 
in labor, in watchings, in fastings, by pure- 
ness, by knowledge, by the Holy Ghost, by 
love unfeigned, by the armor of righteous- 
ness on the right hand and on the left. 

Be ye_ steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 


(Concluded next week) 


“THE TEACHER-PERSONALITY” 


Speaking before the third annual conven- 

tion of the Ohio Adult Bible Class, Nor- 
wood, Ohio, November 15, Dr. Franklin 
McElfresh, District Superintendent of the 
Zanesville district of the M. E. Church, and 
chairman of the Educational Committee of 
the Ohio Sunday-school Association, said in 
part: 
“Personality is the gift of God, a birth- 
right in the beginning. The unfolding of 
personality is the man’s main work in this 
world, for the teacher whose work is to 
instruct, inspire, and lead this personal de- 
velopment for service has a threefold pro- 
gression: 

“1, Loyalty to Duty. The Bible teacher 
who spells OUGHT with large letters in his 
inmost thinking seldom fails. The class is 
to him a sacred obligation—his lesson prep- 
aration is a part of the main business every 
week—the prompt attendance is made sure 
as any business engagement. This fidelity 
to the teacher of the Bible stiffens the 
sinews and gives back force to the charac- 
ter. It commands respect of groups of men 
and women who gather as students. The 
main criticism of Bible teachers is that they 
are slackers, they shirk and neglect, they 
come with careless steps, empty minds, and. 


cold hearts. This weakens the very purpose 
of Christian character. The teacher’s work 
must rest on a strong basis of conscience re- 
garding the work in hand. 

“2. The Grip of a Mighty Conviction. 
Men of opinions are everywhere. They talk 
and discuss and dream. Men of conviction 
lead and command. Pilate had opinions 
John the Baptist had convictions. Gama- 
liel was a man of ideas. Paul was a man 
who transmuted ideas into convictions. 

“The teacher who has thought his way out 
and by stern obedience to the call of duty 
has put himself with face forward in the 
Divine Hand for service, has power to at- 
tract and impress. His own intense convic- 
tion kindles lukewarm and uncertain souls. 
He makes men sure of the truth that be- 
comes certainty to him. He drives his ideas 
home with sledge-hammer blows because he 
has power of assurance. The Bible is a liv- 
ing message once more in his class room. 

“3. The Open Heart to Christ as a Per- 
son. Unfolding of personality is a sociai 
process. Who was His mother? We ask 
the great man. Who was His teacher? We 
ask of the scholar. Who was His hero? We 
ask of the commander. The enrichment of 
the inmost soul is a secret and mystic con- 
tagion. Every really great man has been 
surged about with disciples. They have 
lighted the torches of his soul’s fire. 

“Jesus took common men, making apos- 
tles of them. His personal approach is the 
open secret of Christianity. He takes men 
to-day like the men of His early group 
and rewards them with full strength of 
their own awakened and developed souls. 
This is the power of the Bible teacher. He 
teaches religion with authority. He speaks 
of Christ as a personal Friend. He knows 
God. He has power to impart truth first- 
hand. Men are glad to-day everywhere to 
hear the man who is sure of God.” 


THE MIDNIGHT CRY 


When the midnight cry began, 
O what lamentation. 
Thousands, sleeping in their sins, 
Neglecting their salvation. 
Lo, the Bridegroom is at hand, 
Who will kindly treat Him? 
Surely all the waiting band 
Will now go forth to meet Him. 


Some, indeed, did wait awhile, 
And shone without a rival; 

But they spent their seeming oil 
Long since the last revival, 

Many souls who thought they’d light, 
O when the scene was closed, 

Now against the Bridegroom fight, 
And so they stand opposed! 


While the wise are passing by, 
With all their lamps prepared, 
Give us of your oil, they cry, 
If any can be spared. 
Others trimmed their former snuff, 
O is it not amazing! 
Those conclude they’ve light enough, 
And think their lamps are blazing! 


Foolish Virgins! do you think 
Our Bridegroom’s a deceiver? 
‘Then may you pass your lives away, 
And think to sleep forever. 
But we by faith do see His face, 
On whom we have believed; 
If there is deception in the case, 
’*Tis you that are deceived. 


And now the door is open wide, 
And Christians are invited, 
And virgins wise compass the Bride, 
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March to the place appointed. 

Who do you think is now a guest? 
Yea, listen now, carnal lovers, 

’Tis those in wedding garments dress’d; 
They cease from sin forever! 


The door is shut and they within, 
They’re freed from every danger; 
They reign with Christ, for sinners slain, 
Who once lay in a manger; 
They join with saints and angels, too, 
In songs of love and favor; 
Glory, honor, praise, and power, 
To God and Lamb forever. 


The foolish virgins are without; 
The sentence, Go ye cursed— 

For want of oil they’re out—away 
From Christ they then are forced, 

No more on earth with saints to gain 
In sharing of my favor; 

Although you did my children blind, 
Mourn with the damn’d forever. 


Virgins wise, I pray draw near, 
And listen to your Savior; 

He is your friend, you need not fear, 
O why not seek His favor? 

He speaks to you in whispers sweet, 
In words of consolation; 

By grace in Him you stand complete, 
He is your great salvation. 


Dying sinners, will you come? 
The Savior now invites you; 
His bleeding wounds proclaim there’s room, 
Let nothing then affright you— 
Room for you, and room for me, 
And room for coming sinners; 
Salvation pours a living stream 
For you and all believers. 


When earth and sea shall be no more, 
And ajJl their glory perish, 
When sun and moon cease to shine, 
And stars at midnight languish, 
When Gabriel’s trump shall sound aloud, 
To call the slumbering nations, 
Then, Christians, we shall see our God, 
The God of our Savior! 
—Selected. 


BIBLE TRUTHS AND SCIENTIFIC 
MEN 


BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


It is a remarkably strong argument for 
theism that scientific men, in spite of much 
that they have advanced that is antagonistic 
to Christianity, are for the most part be- 
lievers in the Supreme Being. 


And while we believe in immortality on 
the authority of our Lord and do not seek 
any knowledge from “the spirits,” it is 
pleasing to note that a large number of the 
leading scientists of Europe and America 
are firm believers in the continuation of life 
beyond the grave or are convinced of its 
possibility. This is clear, because they are 
investigators of so-called “spirit phenome- 
na,” and, therefore, are not materialists, but 
believe that man can exist as a thinking be- 
ing independent of the body. We do not 
deem their investigations of value as evi- 
dence of the life everlasting, but their ef- 
forts prove them to be on the side of truth 
that we accept on Biblical authority. 


The very fact, therefore, that scientific 
men cannot account for the universe with- 
out God, notwithstanding all their ingenu- 
ity in devising anti-Christian theories, and 
that they reject materialism, is important 
because it indicates their opposition to some 
of the most often used arguments of infi- 
dels of past generations and for which the 
unbelievers had the backing of scientists of 
note. 
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THE JOY OF THE LORD IS THE STRENGTH OF MEN AND NATIONS 


By Rev. Leon E. Smith, A. M., Huntington, Ind. 


Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, 
and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto 
our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.—Nehemiah 8: 10. 

My FRIENDS:—To-day is the day set 
apart by the President of the United States 
as a day of Thanksgiving, to be so observed 
by the citizens of this country. The fact is 
emphasized again and again, that we, as a 
people and as a nation, have abundant rea- 
sons for thanksgiving and prayer, even in 
such an age as this. Our gratitude should 
be expressed in thanksgiving and praise 
unto the God of all grace. 

Thanksgiving Day, as it is observed in 
this country, is a religious festival of rare 
interest, peculiar to the United States, and 
resembling in part the ancient Hebrew feast 
of ingathering, which was held annually at 
Jerusalem, in commemoration of the long 
life of the Israelites in the wilderness. 
During the observance of the feast the peo- 
ple lived in booths, constructed out of logs 
and boughs of trees, like those in which 
their forefathers had lived in days gone by. 
The feast was observed in the fall of the 
year and was chiefly agricultural; the peo- 
ple gathered together the fruits of the field 
and of the forest and dispersed to the 
necessity of the poor. 

Thanksgiving Day, as you and I know 
it, had its origin with the Pilgrim fathers. 
It originated during William Bradford’s 
governorship of the Plymouth Colony. In 
1621, his people yet living in rudely-built 
huts, constructed of logs and brush, but 
wonderfully blessed of the Lord in their 
adventure and search after religious free- 
dom, thought it highly fitting to offer an 
expression of thanksgiving and praise unto 
the God of their fathers for His bounty and 
for His wonderful mercies unto the chil- 
dren of men. Representatives of the colony 
were sent out in all directions, the hunters 
with their bows and arrows and spears, the 
fishermen with their fishing tackles, to 
bring the fruits of field and forest and the 
food of the sea and place them together in 
a common meeting-place for a union service 
of Thanksgiving and prayer, in humble 
recognition to Almighty God for the peace 
and prosperity vouchsafed unto His people. 
At the conclusion of the service that which 
had been brought was distributed to the 
necessity of the poor throughout the colony. 

And then, in 1795, George Washington 
issued the first national Thanksgiving proc- 
lamation, but not until 1867, after the na- 
tion had been rent in twain by a long, bloody 
struggle between its citizens and was re- 
united under the Stars and Stripes, did the 
proclamation have a national effect. From 
that day unto this, however, it has been the 
custom of this government, through its chief 
executive, to send forth a national procla- 
mation, setting aside a day wherein all the 
people of the land should cease from their 
daily toil and congregate themselves togeth- 
er, either in their several homes or places 
for public worship, for thanksgiving and 
prayer unto the God of our fathers, for the 
wonderful blessings wherewith He has bless- 
ed our nation and our people. And the Presi- 





dent of the United States, in this year of 
our Lord, 1917, has rightly followed the 
time-honored custom by proclaiming this as 
a day of thanksgiving and prayer. And we, 
the citizens of this city and nation join 
and rejoice in Jehovah to-day as we remem- 
ber the goodness of God, the security, and 
the prosperity of our nation. I want to 
speak to you this morning on this annual 
Thanksgiving occasion, about the joy that 
we have in God. The joy of the Lord is 
the strength of men and of nations. And 
you will find the text in Nehemiah 8: 10; 
“And then he said unto them, Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
portions unto them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: 
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord 
is your strength.” 

The text is taken from the experience of 
Israel shortly after she had returned from 
Babylonian captivity. Not more than forty 
thousand men and women and children had 
returned to the land of their fathers from 
the country of the oppressors. Israel found 
her country overrun by the enemy, her fields 
were devastated, her homes destroyed, and 
her temples ef worship torn down. They 
came together and erected a small place of 
worship amid the ruins of the beautiful 
Temple of years gone by. They were hungry 
for the reading of the law again, but as the 
Scribes read, their hearts were made sad 
and they wept bitterly as they remembered 
the prosperity of Israel in days past, but 
now stood in the midst of her desolation and 
ruin. They were once a great nation under 
the blessings of Jehovah, but now a desolate 
people under the curse of their God. 


But Nehemiah, the good governor, saw 
that this was no fit mood for men who had 
so much to do and to hear. ’Twould only 
unman them, so he commanded the Scribe 
to cease his reading, to shut his book, and 
said to his people: “Go home, go to your 
places of livelihood, go your way, eat the 
fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto those for whom nothing is prepared: 
for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither 
be ye grieved; for the joy of the Lord is 
your strength.” 

Now, before considering our joy in God, 
let us remind ourselves: 

That God has joy in us. The text 
itself in spirit command is a challenge to 
human love and to human loyalty; a trum- 
pet call to live a bright, strong, conquering 
life because of what that life may mean to 
God. There is in the text not only a revela- 
tion of human strength and of manly power, 
but a source of divine gladness. Far back 
toward the beginning of time following the 
age of creation, after the worlds had taken 
their places, God beheld the work of His 
hands and declared “that it was good.” And 
again the voice of Job, out of a heart of sor- 
row, yet of joyful trust, tells of how the 
“morning stars sang together and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy.” Surely the 
purity, the cleanness, the uprightness, and 
the righteousness of His people constitute 
His exceeding joy. What, then, must have 





been the joy of the Lord, the gladness of 
the Almighty, when He contemplated the 
perfection and the beauty of His handi- 
work. God rejoices in the strength and 
triumph of His people. But while He re- 
rejoices in us, we also have the unspeakable 
privilege of rejoicing in Him. 

In the next place, then, you will observe 
that we have joy in God and that the joy of 
the Lord is our strength. We have joy and 
rejoice in God, in His goodness and won- 
derful mercy. Indeed, where is the man 
who does not rejoice in God, in His 
kindly providence, in His daily goodness, 
and in the perfection of His attributes? His 
love for man is the marvel of the ages and 
one of the wonders of eternity and he who 
passes through this life without a grateful, 
reverential recognition of His gracious 
mercies really isn’t worthy his place in the 
midst of God’s people. 


He watched from His heavenly abode 
Israel, His chosen people, as they struggled 
beneath Egyptian bondage and dispatched a 
man from the scenes of time to be their 
deliverer and leader in a death struggle for 
freedom and for liberty. And likewise He 
watched from His throne in the skies fal- 
len humanity, men and women, as they 
struggled beneath the bondage of evil, bore 
the ban of death, and He dispatched the 
second member of the Trinity, His own Son, 
to the scenes of conflict, to rescue them and 
to rescue you and me and to turn our faces 
toward the Jerusalem of the future. And 
we have to-day the unspeakable privilege of 
abiding in Him and the joy of journeying 
with Him over the scenes of time that lead 
through the earth and end at last in our 
Father’s house. Truly we have joy in God 
and His joy is our strength. 


In the next place you will observe that 
we have joy from God. All things came of 
Him, came of His bountiful hand of mercy. 
And we, all the days of our lives, have been 
the unworthy recipients of His manifold 
blessings. He has given to us life and 
health and strength and security and pros- 
perity and happiness in our hearts and 
peace in our homes. Truly all the good 
things of this world are given with a lavish 
hand and we do not know how rich we are 
until we sit down and begin to count our 
possessions, the love of parents, the affec- 
tion of brothers and sisters, the help of 
teachers, the sympathy of friends, the com- 
panionship of books, the gift of children, and 
the joys of home are given to all sorts and 
conditions of men. If those whom you love 
and who love you, have been spared to you 
another year, there ought to be a season 
of thanksgiving and praise right in your 
own home. 

If the fields and forests of this country 
have been made to yield sufficient harvest 
for the sustenance of the people of this na- 
tion, we should turn our faces toward the 
skies in an expression of gratitude and 
thanksgiving to the God of all the earth for 
His abundant material blessings. In this 
materialistic age man is too prone to put 
God last in his reckoning, to whom he is 
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manifestly indebted for the things that he 
enjoys. 

A boy was returning home with a loaf 
of bread, when he was asked, “Where did 
you get your bread?” “From the baker,” 
was the prompt reply. “And where did the 
baker get it?” “He made it.” “Of what 
did he make it?” “Flour.” “Where did he 
get the flour?” “From the miller.” “And 
where did the miller get the grain?” “From 
the farmer.” “And where did the farmer 
get the grain?” and there the truth dawned 
upon the boy and he answered, “From God.” 
“And from whom, then, did you get the 
loaf?” “From God.” As a last resort, after 
being hemmed and hedged by questions, he 
acknowledged God to be the Giver of good. 

A man says, “My farm, or my business, 
supports me and my family.” It isn’t so; 
God supports you and your family. As a 
rule, to our everlasting shame, we deal with 
God as a last resort and then hope by some 
crook or turn of fortune to sneak in to God’s 
heaven when we are done with this old 
world. If this terrible war shall teach us 
but one thing, and that be to put first things 
first, all of its sorrow and suffering and 
sacrifice shall not be in vain. Paul may 
plant and Apollos may water, but God giveth 
the increase. And still Jehovah thunders 
from Sinai: “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me,” meaning, “Thou shalt put me 
first and man second.” 


The unparallelled blessings that have 
come to our land in an age like this, in an 
age of hatred, of strife, of war, and of 
bloodshed, came from the heart and hand of 
an alwise God. We are at war, to be sure, 
we are. We are at it with heart and hand. 
We have opened our purses and poured out 
dollars by the billions to push to a success- 
ful conclusion the glorious cause that we 
champion; we have loaded our ships to the 
water-line with food and grain and sent 
them across to feed the starving millions. 
We have opened the doors of our peaceful 
homes and sent our sons to benighted 
France to meet the German hordes, to stain 
European soil with the patriotic blood of 
their own bodies. We are at war, but not 
in vain; we are at war for the right, for 
humanity, and for God. We fight not simply 
for our own rights, but for the rights of 
others, not simply for the freedom of the 
States, but for the freedom of the world. 
We fight not simply for the liberty of pres- 
ent generations, but for the security of all 
generations to come. 

We have given, and given freely, of our 
bounty, of our food, our money, and men, 
and still we are neither poor nor pover- 
ty-stricken; there is plenty of every- 
thing in the land. The yield of veg- 
etables and garden products is double 
that of last year. The southern States have 
produced the biggest cotton crop in the 
world. The West and the Middle West 
have piled up grain, bushels upon bushels, 
until they tell us that we have a billion 
bushels more than at any previous year. 
We are the sons of the richest nation on 
earth. True, there are certain commodities 
tied up by speculative monopoly and with- 
held from mothers of the needy. The scar- 
city, as a rule, is not due to the lack of 
supply, but to the selfishness and graft of 
men, No one man, nor group of men, is 
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responsible for the security and the pros- 
perity of the nation, but the combined provi- 
dence of the God of all grace has smiled 
upon us with His bounty. And as a great 
and mighty nation to-day we stand with 
a heart big enough and an arm strong 
enough, to be the big brother of broken na- 
tions and to lift up and to bind up bleeding 
humanity. 


The spiritual blessings that He has given 
us are greater and more wonderful by far 
than the material blessings of this earth, 
and should occasion greater thanksgiving 
and more jubilant praise. He has blessed 
all the creatures with the necessities of life, 
the friendship and the fellowship of their 
kind, but has reserved solely for man’s en- 
joyment the eternal riches of His grace and 
the joy of His Holy Spirit, who shall guide, 
direct, and bless His people. God stands at 
the head of the Trinity. God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, they are as 
one and dwell in harmony with each other, 
and from this friendship the blessings of 
eternity have been poured out upon this 
earth, not merely material blessings and hu- 
man joys, but spiritual blessings and heav- 
enly joys. 

We have joy, then, in God, and joy from 
God, but we also have joy with God. As 
He rejoices in the safety of His people and 
the triumph of His Kingdom, those of us 
who dwell in harmony with Him may share 
together with Him such sacred joy. 

As He watches His children returning to 
their Father’s house by the path of repent- 
ance, His heart is made glad, the angels in 
heaven rejoice, and His children on earth 
are made happy; together with David, they 
exclaim, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me, bless His holy name.” 


The most genuine joy that ever comes to a 
man on this earth comes with the conscious- 
ness of an unbroken fellowship with God. 
We read the story of Enoch and long for the 
privilege that he enjoyed, that of walking 
with God, and yet the privilege is granted 
to every one who may pay the price. The 
time was when no man, save the priest, 
dared enter the Holy of Holies, but to-day, 
in these days of the Kingdom’s dispensation, 
any one who may wish may take God into 
his life and abide with Him daily; may take 
Him into shop, to office, to business, and 
to places of merchandise. He may exalt 
Him before the people, and may honor Him 
in the Temple, the place of public worship, 
for indeed all natural and spiritual joy 
finds its true culmination in religious service 
and gives its highest and most fascinating 
expression in thanksgiving and prayer, in 
music and in song. 

The Saul that is in tune with God and 
responds to divine impressions of the most 
genuine joy accessible to human hearts. 
True joy is found in fellowship with God’s 
people and not in the giddy whirl of so- 
ciety. We have joy in God, joy from God, 
and with God. 

Then, finally, we should indulge in this 
joy, because the joy of the Lord is the 
strength of men and of nations. It fortifies 
us against discouragements and desponden- 
cy, it fortifies us against sin and evil and 
makes us strong in the hour of temptation. 
If the joy of the Lord be in our hearts and 
our lives are made glad with Jehovah’s 
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presence, the tempter might as well take 
his leave. 


The joy of the Lord fortifies us against 
temptation and corrects our judgments; it 
makes us to choose the right, to triumph 
over our foe, and to conquer in the strife. 
The joy of the Lord is not only the strength 
of men, but the strength of nations. We 
stand to-day as the greatest nation on this 
earth. We carry the purse for the world, 
we hold the balance of material and political 
power in our hands. We might have saddled 
the curse of autocracy upon the shoulders 
of the world for generations to come, if 
God would permit, but we have unsheathed 
our sword for democracy and our troops 
march to-day to the battle-song of victory, 
and Prussian autocracy is doomed. What 
has made us great? Not our broad acres 
and fertile fields; others had long stretches 
of territory and favorable climatic condi- 
tions. Not our artistic sense, or fineness of 
literary distinction, for Greece excelled in 
both. Not our navy and our army, for 
Spain had her Armada and Rome her glad- 
iators. But the joy of the Lord and the 
strength of our God have made us great. 
The joy of the Lord has been our strength 
all down through the ages and it must be 
our strength to-day. If we are to win in 
the battle that we fight to-day, we shall 
have to have the wisdom, the cunningness, 
the strength, and the strategy of our God. 
In the days of peace and of prosperity, and 
even in the days of war and of adversity, 
we are so apt to forget God—to forget Him 
in His strength, in His grace, in His good- 
ness, and in His mercy; to become un- 
grateful and fill our prayers brimful of 
requests and have them entirely void of 
thanksgiving. In fact, it has been said that 
man, of all the creatures of earth, is most 
ungrateful, and the ancients had a fable 
that illustrates the statement most accurate- 
ly. ’Tis the story of a serpent that went 
crawling through the grass and the rubbish 
of a forest and all of a sudden he fell into 
a cave that was larger at the bottom than 
at the top, and it was impossible for him to 
escape. 


Presently a lion came roving through the 
forest and he, too, fell into the cave. And 
finally came a hunter, with his eyes in the 
trees and unwittingly he, too, fell into the 
cave. They were all in the cave, the serpent, 
the lion, and the hunter. None of them 
could get out. 


By and by along came a woodman, who 
lowered a ladder and out bounded the man, 
then the lion, and then the snake. The last 
in was the first out and the first in was 
the last out. The lion roamed the forest 
and sought until he found and slew a veni- 
son, dragged it to the woodman’s hut and 
left it lying at his door, as a thank-offering 
for deliverance from the cave. The serpent 
crawled through the grass to the river, 
down into the depths, and sought until he 
found a pearl of fabulous value, made his 
way back to the woodman’s door, and left 
it lying upon his steps, as an expression of 
gratitude for his mercy. But the man never 
returned with an expression of gratitude or 
thanksgiving. 


Have you ever turned aside from life’s 
busy road to offer an expression of gratitude 





1236 (12) 


and of thanksgiving unto God for His good- 
ness and wonderful mercy unto you? An 
expression of gratitude that is genuine and 
a thank-offering that is real consists in the 
offering of our hearts, and the words of our 
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mouth: “Go your way, eat the fat, and 
drink the sweet, and send portions unto 
them for whom nothing has been prepared: 
for this day is holy unto our Lord: for the 
joy of the Lord is your strength.” 





The Call of the Church in the New World Situation 


By Rev. Jno, A. Stover, A. M., Danville, Illinois 


Three years ago a ministerial friend of 
mine said: “This war proposition is some- 
thing which I cannot understand. I do not 
feel like saying much about Christianity 
while this thing is going on.” 

That man is still preaching the gospel, 
but with a new note of tenderness added to 
the message. He found that though his 
religious faith was tested, the religion of 
Christ offered the only way out. 

Many of us, like this friend of mine, felt 
at the beginning of the war that Christian- 
ity was hanging in the balance. We won- 
dered if our religious faith would be able 
to stand the test. Later we saw it was 
not the Church being tested, but that our 
civilization was being exposed to an aston- 
ished world as being essentially pagan—far 
short of the idealism of Jesus Christ. 

We felt that because good people were 
to be found on all sides of us, that society 
must be good, that it must be Christian. 
How short-sighted we were! True, Christ 
had promised that His people were to be 
the leaven placed in the world for its trans- 
formation; the completeness of this trans- 
formation being determined by time and the 
activity of the leaven. In this case we dis- 
covered the work to be more superficial 
than we had thought. 


Also, three years ago, a feeling was 
abroad in the land that though a great ca- 
lamity had come to Europe, it could not 
come nigh unto us. Some of us who had 
studied deeper into the fundamental ques- 
tions at stake were not so sure. 

While our country called upon us to take 
a stand for strict neutrality, we found it 
difficult to maintain this attitude within our 
own mind, although nothing overt was done. 

Such things as the uncalled-for invasion 
of Belgium and the unspeakable crimes at- 
tendant therewith, the reign of terrorism on 
both land and sea, the killing of innocent 
women and children, were impossible to view 
impartially, as we were expected to do under 
the rules of neutrality. Many times we 
were saying under our breath, “Why doesn’t 
America speak and put an end to these 
crimes?” 

A year ago, with the millions of Belgians, 
Poles, Serbians, and Armenians starving, 
we were wondering if neutrality were not 
a snare of the devil, meant for the de- 
struction of our souls. 

Finally the inevitable happened: Amer- 
ica was drawn into this maelstrom of 
carnage. We had awakened to the fact 
that if this terrible thing turned loose into 
the world by Germany were to prevail, that 
the things held precious by our people would 
sooner or later fall. The logic of events 
made us stagger for a time, but soon the 
better spirit of America spoke and said, 
“Thus far shalt thou go, but no farther.” 


While we were thus changing our posi- 
tion from that of a watcher to a partici- 
pant, was there not also a corresponding 
change in our religious attitude? We found 
that new wine bottles were necessary to 
hold the sweet, pure wine of the higher hu- 
manitarianism. 

The awakened mind cannot run in the 
old groove of a few years ago. The old 
form has been broken. A new crystalliza- 
tion has taken place. 

Those who can read aright the signs of 
the times readily discern that we are living 
in a new world. Note a few of the things 
which have happened as showing the revolu- 
tion which has taken place in the life of the 
nation. America has been put upon a mili- 
tant basis through the conscription law. 
Prices of foods and fuels have been fixed 
by the food administration and other agen- 
cies set aside for this purpose. Almost the 
entire nation has put itself on a food ra- 
tion voluntarily. A thing unknown in the 
history of the race. And people have re- 
sponded with their wealth with unparalled 
generosity. 

These self-evident changes which have 
taken place in every-day affairs, revolution- 
ary though they be, are no greater than 
have taken place in our spiritual lives. 

Men to-day do not pray in the same man- 
ner as they did a few years ago. The old, 
smug complacency is broken up. To pray 
now simply because it is a good and pious 
habit is not sufficient. Our faith demands 
a sterner reason. 


A few years ago our people were nourish- 
ed by such devotional books as those writ- 
ten by Murray, Meyer, and by others of 
like vein. A year or so ago when Mr. Fos- 
dick came out with his little book on prayer, 
in which he touched upon some of the prob- 
lems arising from the new world situation, 
there was an unprecedented demand for the 
book. 

Confronting the stern realities of war 
times, with our own boys in the places of 
danger on both land and sea, not knowing 
what the next quick messenger from the 
ocean may bring, we stand in a new rela- 
tionship to the cosmos. We know not wheth- 
er it be friendly or unfriendly, but we do 
know that our need of divine help is urgent 
—immediate—vital. 

We jest at the Kaiser’s “Me und Gott” 
theory and charge him with parading before 
the world a tribal conception of deity, but 
in repudiating his errors let us not fall 
into the opposite fallacy of eliminating the 
Divine Being altogether. 

Lincoln was right when he stated to a del- 
egation of ministers that he wished them 
to pray not that God might be on his side, 
but that he himself might be on God’s side. 
In the present juncture, we should make our 
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appeal to the essential rightness of things. 
Our fighting aims should be such that fu- 
ture ages will not question the purity of 
our motives or cast aspersions upon the 
chivalry of our fighting men. 

Is our faith strong enough that we can 
put our reliance while we fight in the jus- 
tice of our cause rather than through fear 
of losing, place our dependence upon in- 
trigue, treachery, and frightfulness? This 
is a question which those directing our land 
and naval operations have to face. Are the 
American people awake to the seriousness of 
this question, as it affects our fighting men 
and the safety of our own souls? 

In other words, we may, like the German 
people, be tempted to lose our own souls, 
in order that we may win in this fight. 

Some are inclined to drift toward the 
Napoleonic idea of divine intervention in 
war, namely, that God is always on the side 
of the strongest battalions. Shall we at 
some testing time in the future forget that 
moral forces and correct ideals are also 
things of power? History has always shown 
that these are the things which heighten 
morale and that morale is essential to vic- 
tory. 

One of Germany’s war lords, Gen. Luden- 
dorff, recently said that this war is one not 
of armies, but of peoples. What did he 
mean? This! Back of every fighting man 
is a multitude of supporters at home, work- 
ers in munition shops and upon farms and 
in other contributing industries. 

Has this war lord grasped the idea that 
a part of a people’s support to a war is 
forged not merely in the factories where 
munitions of steel and iron are forged and 
sent on the pathway of destruction, but 
in the homes and lives of the common people 
and that the weapons are not swords, and 
bayonets, and cannon, but passions and 
ideals and purposes, heated and tempered 
in the furnaces of prayer and fed by the 
fires of sacrifice and service and deepening 
consecration ? 

The demand upon the Church of to-day 
is tremendous. Not for a thousand years 
has such a crisis faced civilization. Is our 
faith strong enough and our vision clear 
enough that we can point the way out? 

It is not for us to lose our vision or to 
slacken in our announced purposes. We 
must strengthen those going forth that the 
world may see in them sturdy warriors in 
a glorious cause. 

This is our challenge:—as our country 
calls her young men to the colors, the 
Church must sound forth her call to a deep- 
ening life of prayer and consecration. 


AN OBSTACLE TO SUCCESS 

Every time you let your thoughts stray 
from the task in hand, and think of one 
thing while you are doing another, you are 
unfitting yourseJf for making a success in 
life. It does not maiter whether you are 
going to write poems cr bake gingersnaps, 
the essential thing in doing either well, is 
to fix your attention on the task. And to 
practice allowing your attention to wander, 
means handicapping yourself for all your 
future.—Exchange. 


“The best science—extracting sunshine 
from a cloudy day.” 


») 
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TEACHING PATRIOTISM 


By Rev. W. J. Warrener, Athens, Ohio 


A strange sight may be seen in Ellis 
Hall. At the head of the first flight of stairs 
on the west side of the building on the wall 
where every student may see it, is this, in 
large letters: 


HAVE YOU LOST YOUR MIND 
or do you remember 


Louvain Liege Verdun 

The Lusitania Edith Cavelle 

and a thousand other German atro- 
cities. 

All these and more will be visited 

upon America unless the murder- 

ing, ravishing, piratical Hun is 

stopped in his orgie of blood and 
rapine. 

WE ARE AT WAR 


with the most savage and unscrupu- 
lous nation the world has ever 
known. The end justifies the means 
with that nation and no duplicity, 
no despoliation, no crime will be 
left untried by it. 
BUY LIBERTY BONDS 


and give your personal service to- 
day and every day to crush the foe 
of civilization. 

Of course this announcement is not out 
of place and the sentiment expressed is 
patriotic, correct and all right, but it is so 
placed that every student who goes into 
the building to learn Hunnish or German, 
for the two words are very correctly used 
as synonymous nowadays, has to pass that 
awful and over-too-true arraignment, on his 
or her way to the class room. 


Prof. Robert H. McElroy of Princeton 
University recently was granted leave of 
absence to take charge of the National Se- 
curity League. In an address in New York a 
few days ago at a conference of distin- 
guished educators, he advocated the use of 
university funds in an educational campaign 
to teach patriotism to the American people 
and said: “Almost every university in the 
land has a quantity of ‘dead money’ laying 
idle in the form of endowments, made with- 
out any specific object in the mind of the 
benefactor. These funds, in my opinion, 
should be used to spread the doctrine of 
patriotism among the people of the United 
States.” 

Among the subjects agreed on to bring 
to the attention of colleges and universities 
was “Revision of German literature, al- 
though none of the representatives advocat- 
ed suspending the teaching of the German 
language or literature. It is agreed, how- 
ever, that the subject matter now used is an 
insidious influence for Pan-Germanism.” 

That is just it. A pro-German, which was 
really an anti-American propaganda has 
been carried on in the institutions of higher 
learning in this country for years and it 
has been done in such a crafty,: insidious, 
Hunnish way that many good loyal Amer- 
icans, even, do not realize how much they 
have been affected by it. 

German rationalism and German higher 
criticism with its insidious attacks upon the 
authenticity, credibility, inspiration, and 
veracity of the Bible have been circulated, 
and American theologians affected by it ex- 
press doubts in churches and Sunday-schools 


as to the possibility of miracles and pro- 
phecy, compare Bible history with heathen 
mythology as of about the same credibility, 
and teach that valuable moral lessons are 
taught in the scripture by lies in the form of 
fiction presented as truth and fact. 

It is but a step from that to a denial of 
the morality of the Bible and that is just 
where the Germans are to-day and why they 
are what is described in the arraignment of 
them in Ellis Hall. 

The German language taught by German 
professors for good round salaries, has been 
made to serve the purpose of instilling the 
minds of their pupils with the idea that all 
things German are superior to similar things 
not German. German science, German art, 
German literature, German philosophy, Ger- 
man ethics, German music, German business 
methods, German ideals, everything German 
was so superior to everything else that the 
whole world must accept German Kultur as 
the last word in excellence. 

And now the whole fiendish thing is ex- 
posed, and to undo the vile work that has 
been done, it is proposed not to quit teach- 
ing German but to revise German literature 
because of its “insidious influence for Pan- 
Germanism.” Revise nothing. Let the Huns 
of literature tell their own story, and if, it 
is demoralizing or debasing, cut it out of 
the curriculum altogether. What is the use 
of revising anything bad? Why not abolish 
it altogether? Why not teach patriotism in 
English and show by the acts of the Huns 
in the twentieth century the results of Hun- 
nish teaching? 

Another thing is that the world war is 
essentially a war of ideas, a war resulting 
from antagonistic ideals, a war which must 
decide whether the world is to be civilized or 
Germanized. We are for civilization. It is 
for that our sons are going to Europe to 
give up their lives on foreign battlefields, 
and we are asked to make all sorts of sacri- 
fices at home. 

School boards in all parts of the country 
where the Germans are not in a majority 
and antagonistic to American interests, are 
putting the hateful tongue out because they 
realize the folly of forcing or allowing the 
study of German at the taxpayers’ expense. 
Teach patriotism by all means, but don’t do 
it by revising German books. It will be too 
much like whitewashing the Devil. 


JERUSALEM AND PROPHECY 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


The recent capture by the British of 
Jerusalem suggests many thoughts to the 
mind of the student of prophecy, especially 
as Bible scholars for many years have look- 
ed forward to these times as the end of the 
present dispensation. 

Never before has the world been in the 
awful state it is to-day, and there is a great 
deal of evidence to support the belief that 
there are some startling events to take 
place soon to illustrate the prophecies. 

But while we have much reason to believe 
that the restoration of the Jews to Palestine 


- an incredulous mind. 
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is not remote, we must remember that there 
was a time centuries ago when events seem- 
ed more favorable to this race’s reestablish- 
ment in Judea than it does to-day. That 
was when Julian, emperor of Rome, at- 
tempted to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem; 
and with the Jews enthusiastic workers in 
the project what could hinder the effort of 
the mighty ruler from succeeding? Noth- 
ing except the words of Jesus that Jeru- 
salem was to be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled. Until in God’s plan the Jews are to 
be gathered for restoration to the land of 
their fathers, they are to be exiles among 
the nations and Judea is to be in the pos- 
session of Gentiles. Julian’s purpose was 
to disprove the divinity of Jesus, but his 
plans were not successful. Writers of that 
time state that balls of fire interfered with 
the workmen and forced them to desist from 
the attempt to rebuild the temple. The evi- 
dence of this is so strong that Gibbon, the 
infidel, admitted it was enough to astonish 
But whatever one 
may think of the testimony of history to this 
supernatural event, Julian’s unsuccessful at- 
tempt is an undisputed fact of history. And 
if he had never made the attempt, the fact 
that all through the centuries the Jewish 
people have been unable to re-establish 
themselves in Palestine as a nation suffi- 
ciently emphasizes the prophetic character 
of the words of Christ. 

Taken in connection with many other 
events that seem to indicate that the “times 
of the Gentiles” is near at hand the cap- 
ture of Jerusalem by the British gives us 
reason for hoping it is a step towards the 
final restoration of the long “separated na- 
tion” to the land of their fathers. But 
prophecy is often difficult to read aright un- 
til fulfilled, so we must wait until Jewish 
restoration becomes a fact before we are 
sure of the times that are now known to 
none but God. But we can feel certain that 
when Jewish occupancy of Palestine takes 
place and that race forms a nation there 
with its own government, as in the remote 
past, we are not far from the other great 
events that are to mark the end of the age 
and our Lord’s second coming. 


HEART THOUGHTS OF A HUMBLE 
WORKMAN OF THE MASTER 


The religion of Jesus Christ takes hold 
upon the present life. Eternal life begins 
on this side of the grave. “He that believ- 
eth on the Son of God hath eternal life.” 
Religion that does not possess our whole 
life is like a cloud without rain. Any re- 
ligion that consists of magnificent cere- 
monies only and does not touch the duties 
of every-day life is an S and S religion— 
show and sham only. The lamp is not the 
light. In order to get the light there is 
needed both the lamp and the oil. Religious 
life is the product of the soul. The love and 
service of the Church are not the people who 
feel that they must walk in the lonely places 
and think of nothing but God and heaven. 
The religion of Jesus Christ fits a man to 
live. It is intended to show him how he 
should live so as to treat others right. 

JAMES M. PITTMAN. 

“The sunbeam in the heart of the flower 

makes the bloom of the summertide.” 
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Annual Report for the Year Ending September 30th, 1917 


By Rev. John H. Warner, Student Secretary Y. M. C. A., Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


I. One of God’s Providences. The Asso- 
ciation is getting into the consciousness of 
the people of the Brazilian capital. The 
visit of the American fleet, a tiny episode in 
the great world war, has turned out to be 
the occasion for an unprecedented awaken- 
ing of the Brazilian people to the actual 
working and possibilities of the Association. 
This was due not to any superiority in 
either the preparation or the execution of 
the plans as compared with the work done 
by the Association on the occasion of a 
former visit; but rather to a culmination of 
events whose combined effect gave the work 
at this time the striking force of a powerful 
blow. The early events of the year had 
brought the war home to Brazilians as nev- 
er before. President Wilson’s brave stand 
and masterly statement of the principles 
underlying the action of the democratic gov- 
ernments of the world had convinced them 
that the war was an American as well as a 
European war, and had led them to end 
their neutrality so far as the United States 
was concerned. The indefensible action of 
a ruthless imperialism had caused this gov- 
ernment to sever relations with the Central 
Empires. Ruy Barbosa’s great speech in 
the Senate had crystallized public sentiment 
and had prepared the people for complete 
abandonment of neutrality. The govern- 
ment had declared that the Central Empires 
were making war on Brazil and had taken 
measures of reprisal for injuries done to 
Brazilian shipping. 

Conditions were right and the time was 
opportune. The spirit of fraternity and 
good-will had taken possession of all 
classes. Two great days, the fourth and the 
fourteenth of July, were near, when first 
one and then three more American war- 
ships steamed into the harbor. They were 
followed by British ships and the Marseil- 
laise of the French navy. Later two Amer- 
ican transports came in. By the fourth 
there were sailors enough in port for a 
parade of the nations. Splendid represen- 
tation of four navies marched behind a 
Brazilian admiral, beneath the’ Green and 
Gold. One is tempted to stop and describe 
the scene as the fighting men of America 
and Europe marched down Avenida Central 
and out Beira-Mar to Botafogo, through an 
aisle whose human borders were miles in 
length. Anything done in the interest of 
these men would have attracted attention. 
The Association’s example of friendliness 
was followed on every hand. Many who 
would have used the occasion for exploita- 
tion and graft gave themselves up to the 
spirit of the hour and sought every oppor- 
tunity to show these men—“our allies”— 
genuine Brazilian hospitality. The severest 
criticism of these days was of those who 
were trying to exploit the sailors. 

The hospitality was not always under- 
stood. The linguistic barrier was great, 
but kindness has no limitations. One young 
Brazilian had taken an American sailor 
out to show him a good time. The Brazilian 
thought he could speak a little English. 
The American imagined he could speak 
Spanish. During an afternoon of sight- 





seeing and comradeship, their admiration 
for one another had grown to such propor- 
tions that it transcended the power of ex- 
pression of their meager vocabularies. More 
than that, each was compelled by good rea- 
sons to bring the holiday to an end, but they 
had no words to express an adequate adieu. 
In their dilemma they came to the Associa- 
tion. The American whispered to me: “I’ve 
got to get back to the ship; for goodness’ 
sake tell me how to say good-by to this boy 
without offending him.” The Brazilian beg- 
ged me please to tell the Sr. Americano how 
pained was his Brazilian host that an even- 
ing engagement made it necessary for him 
to excuse himself. They took a glass of 
Hires’ together and parted. The sailor 
came back from the door with a red face 
and challenged me with, “What do you 
think? That Brazilian hugged me.” Friend- 
ship was the order of the day to such an 
extent that for more than one of the sailors, 
the “Y. M. C. A.” signs which we scattered 
about the city came to mean, “You may 
county on anybody.” Incidentally they 
pointed the way to the building, which was 
a busy place, night and day, in spite of 
the fact that at the beginning of the visit 
we maintained a special headquarters in a 
separate building. 

The spirit of cooperation was delightful. 
The American colony paid the expense of the 
work. The federal government gave us a 
large entrance to one of its buildings to be 
used as a headquarters. The Prefect waiv- 
ed all sorts of laws to accommodate us. We 
were permitted to maintain an exchange in 
three different places without paying any 
license at all, although the regular tax on 
such business is $125 for each place opened. 
One office was in the Ministry of Marine, 
under federal jurisdiction. Both Minister 
of Marine and Prefect stood their ground 
even after some offended exchange dealers 
published a complaint in the papers and we 
offered to comply with the law. We were 
given free license to hang signs about the 
city and were permitted to violate the keep- 
off-the-grass ordinance by setting stakes in 
the borders of the flower-beds. A significant 
service was that of His Eminence, the 
Cardinal Archbishop, who requested us to 
be the intermediary by which he might 
transmit an invitation to the Catholic sail- 
ors on the American ships to attend mass in 
the Cathedral. The daily papers were lavish 
in the use of space and most generous in 
praise of the kind of work being done. Once 
more the Brazilian capital has been awak- 
ened to the possibilities of the Association. 

II. Gripping the Second Time a City’s 
Attention. But if the people were awakened 
to its possibilities by the work of the Asso- 
ciation for the sailors, they have been con- 
vinced of the Association’s usefulness by 
what followed this visit. The sailors had 
not all gone before a thrift campaign was 
launched which, only half finished as I 
write, is attracting attention and calling out 
cooperation in a most remarkable manner. 
A committee of fifteen leading citizens is 
serving as an advisory council. Its chair- 
man is Dr. Pedro Lessa, author, Judge of 


the Supreme Court, and President of the 
League of National Defense. Other mem- 
bers are Dr. Miguel Calmon, ex-cabinet of- 
ficer, and Vice-President of the National 
Agricultural Society; Dr. Cicero Perigrino 
da Silva, Director of Public Instruction in 
the Federal District; Dr. Inglez de Souza, 
President of the National Savings Bank; 
Dr. Olavo Bilac, publicist, patriot, member 
of the Brazilian Academy of Letters; Sr. 
Affonso Viseu, successful business man and 
treasurer of the League of National De- 
fense, and nine others of almost equal im- 
portance. 


Nor is this a committee of mere figure- 
heads. Dr. Lessa is unstinted in the use 
of his time. He has offered to preside at 
every conference which we have during the 
campaign. The league of which he is pres- 
ident gave a set of prizes amounting to a 
total of seventy-five dollars for one of the 
contests, and members of the same league 
paid a good part of the campaign expenses. 
The Director of Public Instruction sent out 
an official notice to 400 schools to take part 
in a contest for school children. Dr. Inglez 
de Souza furnished us a valuable speaker 
and still more valuable statistics of the sav- 
ings banks, and established a temporary 
branch in the Association during the open- 
ing night and the six nights of the first 
week of September. The first night in the 
Association ten more pass-books were asked 
for than the bank had sent over. Dr. Cal- 
mon is honoring the Association by giving 
in its rather small hall an address of na- 
tional importance. Each member of the com- 
mittee is, in his own way, rendering a serv- 
ice. 


But the service is not all rendered by the 
committee. One printing house contributed 
signs for the street-cars and the street-car 
sign company displays them freely. An- 
other printer gave window cards which 
business houses are more than willing to 
display. A set of twelve large cartoons has 
been put into frames for a lobby display. 
We have had no difficulty in finding excel- 
lent places for display. One business house 
has had the set in its show window for a 
week. It fills the window. It also fills the 
street. Another house offered to pay if we 
would put the display in his window. A 
business man pays for one set of the car- 
toons in order that after the campaign he 
may have them to put in his office. The 
newspapers have again been very generous, 
publishing cartoons, notices, and articles 
cheerfully and gratuitously. One business 
man said, “I wish I might have even a part 
of the approval which your organization is 
getting. Anyway, I want to help.” The 
best Brazilian life insurance company con- 


tributed generously to the campaign ex- | 


penses and offers to give all members of the 
Association a perpetual discount of ten per 
cent. on premiums. Yesterday the Attor- 
ney General of the Federal Government 
came in on his first visit. He brought an 
introduction from an ex-president of the 
Republic and made a small request which 
we were glad to be able to grant. When 
we refused to accept remuneration he was 
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surprised and asked, “Where do you get 
your support if you can do these things for 
nothing?” Our membership and subscrip- 
tion list were explained. He insisted on do- 
ing his part. He is not the only one who 
has gained a new conception of the useful- 
ness of the Association these days. The 
campaign is gaining the attention of scores 
of people who never before gave it a 
thought. So far we have not heard a word 
of criticism, although many must be won- 
dering what commercial motive is back of 
all the publicity which we are promoting. 
It is too early to give a full report of the 
campaign, but its results are already large. 
Many old friends have been convinced anew 
and many new friends have come to inquire 
into the nature of the Association and to in- 
spect its plant. 

III. A New Building the Next Stop. * 
We have no reason to regret this inspection, 
for the plant with which we are working is 
used to the limit. As a building it is neith- 
er beautiful nor convenient, but used and 
useful it certainly is. During the day a 
force of nine stenographers and other office 
and counter employees is kept busy from 
nine o’clock to five-thirty, at least three of 
these always remaining for the evening, 
when a corps of seven teachers under the 
direction of a native director takes posses- 
sion of eight class rooms on two lower 
floors. When it is known that one of these 
floors, the principal one, is between a bowl- 
ing-alley, below, and a gymnasium occupy- 
ing the whole upper floor, it will be under- 
stood that the educational department is not 
run under ideal .conditions. Notwithstand- 
ing this, the eight class rooms are all in de- 
mand at night for regular work and very 
much used during the day for tutoring and 
private classes. Besides debating society 
and committee meetings, Bible classes, and 
other religious meetings, councils of various 
kinds serving both Association and com- 
munity needs have to be provided for in 
some way. 


The budget increase has come largely 
through increased subscriptions, which also 
reflect the growth of public opinion in fav- 
or of the work which the Association is do- 
ing. This increase represents a constant 
improvement in the quality of the service 
rendered within the building as well as im- 
portant community service like the work for 
seamen, the thrift campaign, etc., which 
must be changed to extension. The abso- 
lute necessity for a new building has made 
it necessary greatly to increase the item, 
propaganda. That this propaganda has 
been effective and that the work of the As- 
sociation has been such as to command re- 
spect in spite of its inadequate equipment, 
is shown by the fact that this increase in 
expense has been paid by local business 
men, to a large extent, men whose knowl- 
edge of the Association is limited to their 
knowledge of the local work. It is also 
shown by the willingness of men like those 
on the advisory committee of the thrift cam- 
paign to give of their means, time, and effort 
to further the work of the Association. 

IV. Opening Doors to the Student Work. 
Certain things have been done which should 
be classed as preparatory steps, accom- 
plishments which will contribute incalcul- 
ably to the success of the work when begun. 
Chief among these can be mentioned the 
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tying up to the Association of strong leaders 
like Dr. Pedro Lessa and others who have 
been reached through his influence. We 
have spoken repeatedly of the hearty man- 
ner in which this man has thrown himseli 
into the work of the Association. I have 
not mentioned the fact that he has gone 
carefully through the manuscript for my 
book on “Religion’s Contribution to the Solu- 
tion of Human problems.” Not only has 
he given me personally a very favorable 
judgment on the usefulness of the work, 
but also I have heard through others o: 
even more favorable comments which he 
has made to them. His opinion and that of 
two other college professors who have read 
the manuscript, have done much to strength- 
en my resolution to publish the work. 

A second accomplishment which I consid- 
er preparatory to a specialized student 
work, has been the putting into Portuguese 
of the above mentioned writing and its 
criticism by two groups of men represent- 
ing two important classes in relation to this 
work, namely the college men and the evan- 
gelical workers. Of the former, three have 
given their criticism after very faithful 
reading, two of them rendering great help 
in the matter of the language, both as to 
correctness and as to expression. 

Of the second group, important leaders 
in the various schools of theologians have 
read the manuscript with care and have giv- 
en most helpful criticisms and unqualified 
approval. 

A third activity which can be considered 
preparatory to student work, is the direc- 
tion of the religious activities of the Rio 
Association. While this work has _ not 
reached large numbers, it has enabled me to 
make a study of the field and, more im- 
portant still, to try out and develop in two 
different classes a course of Bible study 
which I have had in mind for some time as 
one of the necessities for use in student 
work. One course of sixteen studies I am 
just finishing. A second class, including the 
employees of the Association and others, is 
just beginning on the same material. 

Fourth among the things that have been 
done in the place of direct student work is 
the preparation for the building campaign. 
Since the first of June I have made this my 
special work, giving what time I could to 
the other tasks which came crowding in 
upon us. 





* Since this report was written, Rio de Janeiro has 
subscribed locally $100,000 gold for this purpose. 


COLLEGE IGNORANCE 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


An interesting editorial with the above 
title recently appeared in THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY in which the statement was 
made that many students leave college mere 
novices in the elements of a good English 
education. 

The editor of one of the world’s greatest 
periodicals once said that he received many 
articles from college professors, but could 
use very few of them because, as a rule, 
the ideas were very crudely expressed. Not 
long ago the editors of the Pictoriai Review 
announced that although they offered sever- 
al large money prizes for stories in a con- 
test confined to college women, there was 
not a single contribution among the thou- 
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sands received that they considered worthy 
of publication. 

The publisher of an important Canadian 
newspaper preferred self-made mer to uni- 
versity graduates upon his editorial staff; 
and some of the ablest editorial writers on 
the world’s leading daily papers are with- 
out university training. 

William Dean Howells left school before he 
had mastered long division, yet several col- 
leges, including Harvard and Yale, have 
offered him professorships, one being that 
of modern Southern European languages. 

T. P. O’Connor, noted British publicist, 
himself a graduate of Trinity College, Dub- 
lin, says that the two best educated men he 
ever knew had never attended a university 
lecture. 

It has been well said that “We are full of 
superstitions,” that “each class fixes its eyes 
on the advantages it has not... . { knew 
a leading man in a leading city who, having 
set his heart on an education at the uni- 
versity and missed it, could never quite feel 
himself the equal of his own brothers who 
had gone thither. His easy superiority to 
multitudes of professional men could never 
quite countervail to him this imaginary de- 
fect.” 


The truth is, the road to knowledge is not 
an easy one, that, as President Hibben, of 
Princeton University says, the price of an 
education is “The hard grind and the daily 
sacrifice of time and of energy and the set- 
tling down” to routine from which our 
natural instinct shrinks. The man or wom- 
an, therefore, who has started in life with 
a passion for knowledge and to whom love 
of reading and study is as natural almost 
as eating or sleeping, is the one who will 
reach the heights of knowledge. And be- 
cause at college one’s study is directed along 
lines that mean most in the securing of an 
education, and self-made men and women 
sometimes spend years in reading books of 
little worth before they find the work that 
‘would be of greatest help to them, the young 
person should spare no pains, if he desires 
an education, to secure it at a university. 


But the lives of Benjamin Franklin, Her- 
bert Spencer, Charles H. Spurgeon, John 
Burroughs, Rider Haggard, and multitudes 
of the world’s greatest men and countless 
others not so well known who like these had 
a passion for knowledge but were without 
the advantages of college, well show the 
value of self-teaching in the securing of an 
education by the right kind of man or 
woman. 


A PRAYER 
BY ALICE MATTHEWS 


O Lord, my prayer to-day would be 

That simple truth you’d let me see 

In all around, so I’d discern— 

Thy wonder-paths for which I yearn— 
The simple truth naught else. indeed 
Oh, let my eager-seeking heed: 

The hidden-doors of honest might 

The ones now round me closed up tight. 


Assist me, Lord, let them wide-swing 
So bounding quick my soul may spring 
And find that mighty work-room-vast 
Where hallowed-eyes alone have cast 
Their radiant earnestness to see 
Somewhat of Heaven and love and Thee: 
The armor simple-truth accord— 
This is my prayer to-day, dear Lord. 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——Nineteen lives were lost when the 
American submarine F-1 was rammed and 
sunk by submarine F-3 in home waters dur- 
ing a fog Monday afternoon, Dec. 17. The 
F-3 was undamaged and picked up five sur- 
vivors of her victim. 


By the result of the election in Can- 
ada recently, Sir Robert L. Borden, for the 
past five years premier of the dominion, is 
sure of re-election. Mr. Borden is a con- 
servative and a stanch supporter of con- 
scription in the dominion. 





——Efforts of various forces operating to 
end the coal famine in Ohio have been suc- 
cessful. Hundreds of thousands of tons, 
diverted from points not in need of fuel and 
sold to consumers in the Buckeye State had 
brought widespread relief from conditions 
which prevailed throughout the last week. 
Moderating temperatures also helped. 


Zenas Crane, a paper manufacturer, 
director of several railroads, and a brother 
of former United States Senator W. Mur- 
ray Crane, died Dec. 17, aged 77 years. He 
served as a member of Governor Robinson’s 
council in 1883 and 1884. The Boys’ Club 
and Crane Museum of History and Art 
were gifts from Mr. Crane to the city of 
Pittsfield. 





—President Wilson has issued a pro- 
clamation reducing the alcoholic content of 
beer brewed after Jannary, 1918, to two and 
three-quarters per cent. by weight, and pro- 
hibiting the use in the manufacture of malt 
liquors of more than seventy per cent. of 
the average amount of foods, fruits, food 
materials and feeds used in such manufac- 
ture during the one year period ending on 
that date. 


Forty German embassy and consular 
officials from Japan, China, Honolulu, Ma- 
nila, and other Pacific Ocean ports, arrived 
December 18, at a Pacific port from the Ori- 
ent on a United States army transport on 
their way to their native country. The par- 
ty, which includes women and children, has 
been guaranteed safe conduct by the allied 
governments. The group was guarded by 
federal authorities. 


Col. E. M. House has returned to the 
United States after attending the inter- 
allied conference which was held in France 
the early part of the month. Colonel House, 
as the confidential representative of the 
United States, was in a better position to 
state the purposes of this country than any 
other man. He promises to be a big figure 
in the conferences when the peace treaties 
are drafted at the close of the gigantic con- 
flict. 


——A telegram to the Shipping Board 
recently told of the launching at Los An- 
geles of the first steel merchant ship con- 
tracted for by the emergency fleet corpora- 
tion. The vessel was one of eight of 8,800 
tons capacity each ordered May 12 from S. 
L. Napthaly. Turning out the vessel in 
seven months, when the yard in which it 
was built had to be constructed after the 
contract was let, was hailed by shipping 
board officials as demonstrating what Amer- 
ican industry can do in an emergency. 











Organization of a war council of the 
war department to coordinate all matters 
of supplies for the armies at home and over- 
seas and the military relations between the 
armies in the field and the department was 
announced recently by Secretary Baker. 


With the weather comparatively 
moderate and clear, permitting lighterage of 
coal across the Hudson River, the fuel fam- 
ine in New York City virtually has ended. 
There was some stringency felt in the tene- 
ment districts of the city to-day, but the 
fuel officials predicted speedy relief. 








Young Alsatian girls, even under the 
age of seventeen, are forcibly conscripted 
into military work on the west front, accord- 
ing to frank admissions in the Alsace-Lor- 
raine Kiet, published by the Strassburg 
Post. Following complaints, however, that 
this means of keeping the German army ma- 
chine turned up is religiously and morally 
dangerous for the women, those under sev- 
enteen are in future to be accepted only if 
they “volunteer.” 


—-Seventeen enlisted men of the United 
States army engineer corps were reported 
missing in action by General Pershing i 
a dispatch to the War Department. They 
were missing on November 30, the day of 
the German turning movement at Cambrai, 
and are believed to have fallen into the 
hands of the Germans while fighting val- 
iantly with the engineer contingent which 
distinguished itself helping the British to 
check the attack. The men were all from 
New York, New Jersey, and New England 
points. 


Religious services were held on Dec 
cember 16, in the basement of churches ii 
Halifax, partly demolished by the explosion 
of December 6, and large congregations 
gave thanks that their Canadian neighbors 
and American friends had been so quick to 
come to the rescue of the stricken city. I 
was not a day of rest, however. The work 
of restoring the broken buildings was car- 
ried on by carpenters and glaziers. Glass 
stations were open and glass was distributed 
to all who presented orders from the prope 
authorities. 








Only seventy-one passengers were 
lost out of more than 300,000,000 carried on 
American ships during the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, the annual report of the steam- 
boat inspection service shows. The total 
of deaths on American vessels, including 
those who went down with torpedoed mer- 
chant craft was 592, but suicides and acci- 
dental drownings accounted for 210 of 
these. The year’s total was 684 less than 
that of the previous year when 800 persons 
were lost on the steamer Eastland at Chi- 
cago. 


——Nation-wide prohibition won in the 
House and only the adjustment of a slight 
difference in resolutions between the House 
and Senate now stands in the way of sub- 
mitting to State legislatures an amend- 
ment to the federal constitution forbidding 
the manufacture, sale, or importation o* 
intoxicating liquor for beverage purposes in 
the United States or its territories. The 
President’s approval is not required, and 


the State Legislatures may act as soon as 
they please after the signatures of the Vice- 
President and Speaker Clark have been at- 
tached to the resolution. 





Germany suffered a disaster compar- 
able with a very serious military defeat in 
the explosion last month which destroyed 
the Grieshim chemical works near Frank- 
fort-on-the-Main, one of the greatest muni- 
tions factories in the world, according to a 
statement issued by the press bureau. It 
is said to be impossible to reconstitute the 
works during the war. 


——Viscount Kikujiro Ishii, head of the 
Japanese mission which recently visitéd the 
United States, was the guest of honor at a 
banquet in Tokio, which was attended by 
200 Japanese and Americans. The guests 
of the function were the members of the 
special mission which visited the United 
States, American Ambassador Morris and 
the entire staff of the American embassy. 
The banquet was the most representative 
of any gathering of recent years, and gave 
to Viscount Ishii his first opportunity to 
speak to the entire Japanese public since 
his arrival from the United States. 


Lieutenant Willis Robinson, of the 
national army, who is a member of the 
General Assembly from Rockbridge Coun- 
ty, has obtained through the efforts of Rep- 
resentative Flood, a leave of absence from 
the War Department to attend the ap- 
proaching session of the legislature. This 
is the first time that leave has been granted 
for such a purpose since the war began. 
The case is interesting as a contrast to that 
of Representative Laguardia, of New York, 
who is trying to retain his seat in Congress 
while fighting on the western front in 
Europe. It is quite possible that Laguar- 
dia’s seat will be declared vacant. 








Nicholas Romanoff, former emperor 
of Russia, deposed last March by the revo- 
lutionists and for several months in con- 
finement at Tobolsk, Siberia, is reported to 
have made his escape. As the report came 
through the Bolsheviki headquarters in 
Petrograd, giving rise to keen interest as to 
what may be the direction of the emperor’s 
flight and the effect it may have on the des- 
tinies of Russia, there remains the possi- 
bility that Serbia itself might be a sufe 
asylum for him for the time being, as the 
vast province was reported last mouth to 
have declared its independence and to have 
named Nicholas its emperor. 


——Four German destroyers carried out 
a successful raid in British waters recently, 
sinking eight merchantmen, one British de- 
stroyer, five armed trawlers, and damaging 
one other trawler. The ships were all part 
of a convoy bound for Norway. One of the 
eight merchantmen was a neutral, the other 


seven being British ships. ‘This is the sec-: 


ond time that fast German warships hav: 
successfully attacked a convoy of merchant- 
men under protection of British warships. 
The previous occurrence was in the Nor 
Sea, and both British patrol vessels were 
sunk, with a number of the Norwegian, 
Danish, and Swedish ships that they con- 
voyed. 


— 
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President 
RDBV. F. G. COFFIN, D.- D. 


Albany, New York 


I once knew a preacher who was religious 
all day, 
In the morning he’d sing and in the evening 
he’d pray, 
His time and his talent to his work they 
were given, 
And he always seemed anxious about going 
to heaven, 
He believed the Old Book from cover to 


cover, 

With never a flaw in his creed to discover, 

There was Noah, and Jonah, and the fur- 
nace of fire, 

And ee below, which he seemed to 
admir 

These were all numbered as a part of his 
cree 

With arguments ready in time of his need. 

He was learned and eloquent, dressed well, 
and looked splendid, 

And his sermons were praised as soon as 


they ended. 

His salary was large, which was paid him 
in gold, 

And his popular standing was great, I’ve 

n told, 

His name was recorded in the Book of the 
Christians, 

A fact he related when he met the Philis- 
tines. 


Now this preacher I knew who was so great 
and so good, 

Went about as he pleased, and did what he 
would. 

But boast as he would about his final per- 
fection, 

One never could get him to take the collec- 
tion. 

And ~ this awful failure, it is sad to re- 
ate, 

He came down at the last to a miserable 


ate. 
For the Kaiser one day, as he walked to and 


fro, 
Just gobbled him up and took him below. 
Moral: 
Take the Convention Collection or the 
Kaiser will get you. 
JEDEKIAH. 


A HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR 
MEMORIAL TO REV. PETER WESLEY 
MCREYNOLDS, A. M., D. D. 


Such a movement is not to be, it is. It 
has been launched and must not fail. It 
has the endorsement of more than a hundred 
popular pastors and prominent church lay- 
men. The men who are behind the move- 
ment are men of affairs and the profes- 
sions, as well as the ministry. They are 
men who are not of that age to be preju- 
diced against new and herculean tasks, nor 
are they men whose youth and inexperience 
would disqualify them for judgment and 
service. The larger number of them are in 
age between thirty and forty-five years. 
The ministers are pastors of good churches 
and are doing the work of the Church to- 
day. They are men whose interest in edu- 
cation, whose will-power and heart devotion, 
whose faith and courage, whose vision and 
hope, give assurance that what they under- 
take, that will they do. 

The movement was born in the Ohio State 
Christian Association, which at its last ses- 
sion pronounced most decidedly in favor of 
such a testimony to the worth and work of 
Doctor McReynolds, as an expression of the 
appreciation of the men and women who 
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knew him and loved him and the church 
which he loved and served, and which, be- 
cause of its tardiness in responding to his 
appeals, added to the heavy burdens he daily 
carried for its sake. As an outcome of the 
voice of the Association, about two hundred 
persons sat down to a banquet in the dining- 
rooms of Trowbridge Hall, on the evening of 
December 18th, and after a very prompt 
and polite service, and cheering numbers by 
the college orchestra, chorus, male and fe- 
male quartets, and the annihilation of phys- 
ical hunger, the toastmaster—Judge Sut- 
phen—in a very felicitous, merry, and hap- 
py vein, took charge of affairs for the even- 
ing. The following-named subjects and 
speakers were introduced in the order 
named: 

The Public School and the College—Sup- 
erintendent E. W. Howey. 

The Professional Man and the College— 
Judge T. T. Shaw. 

The Churches and the College—Rev. C. E. 
Shields. 


The College and the Nation—President 
W. G. Clippinger, Otterbein College. 

Each speaker in his turn, and in his own 
way, paid high compliment to Defiance Col- 
lege, as it was under Doctor McReynolds, 
as it is now under Dean Caris, and as it is 
going to be under the influence of the addi- 
tional One Hundred Thousand Dollars, 
which are to be raised and invested in the 
immediate future. Doctor Clippinger, pres- 
ident of Otterbein College, showed most 
clearly the imperative need of educated 
men; especially under prevailing conditions, 
calling attention to the fact that under the 
enlistment method of France and England 
the colleges and universities were well nigh 
depleted, and that upon the American col- 
lege would fall the duty of supplying the 
trained men for the professions, and the 
ministry, for many years to come, and that 
unless such schools and universities were 
thoroughly equipped the task would be be- 
yond their ability. He spoke most force- 
fully and sanely upon the new conditions 
that would exist after the war, and of the 
difficulty of providing for them, making it 
clear to all that old things would have to 
pass away and all things become new. He 
emphasized with force and effectiveness the 
weakness and wrong of a divided church, 
and the importance and advantage of a uni- 
ted one, and said the things that we as a 
people have been saying for a hundred 
years, and revoiced the plea we have put 
forth for a century and more. But the sum 
total of it all was a fervent, intelligent, and 
urgent plea for Defiance College to be aided 
to the amount of ONE HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS that she might more 
quickly realize her ideals, and be better 
equipped for the work she has to do. Every 
man there must needs feel the force of his 
argument, and realize how needful it was 
to act. 

On Wednesday morning, after a very de- 
lightful chapel service, at which Rev. McD. 
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Howsare, pastor of the First church, Day- 
ton, Ohio, gave an address of much value, 
Dean Caris called the assembly to consider 
the purpose for which it had come together. 
At this meeting short addresses were made 
by Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, of Warren, In- 
diana; Rev. O. W. Powers, of Dayton, Ohio, 
and Rev. H. Russell Clem, of Springfield, 
Ohio. The principal address of the morning 
was given by Rev. Omer S. Thomas, Secre- 
tary for the Department of Home Missions, 
who discussed in a very forceful way the 
direct and by products of the war, calling 
attention to the fact that one product was 
now, and would continue to be, a demand 
for trained leaders, and that these leaders 
could only come from our schools, and col- 
leges, which fact emphasized tremendous- 
ly the need of the college and the necessary 
equipment for efficient service. 


It is the conviction of the writer that no 
more significant gathering of our people 
has been held, and no meeting that will be 
wider in its influence, or more helpful in its 
results. The great events of our history 
are not all in the distant past, for the meet- 
ing at Defiance is a great event in our his- 
tory, and it is in the immediate past, and 
will be spoken of in years to come, as we 
now speak of the birth of Antioch College, 
and other items of our history upon which 
we love to dwell. The details of the cam- 
paign are not yet ready for publicity, but 
enough has been done to make it sure that 
no delay will be necessary, no hesitating, 
faltering steps taken, no discordant note 
sounded, no pessimistic opinion expressed, 
no whining voice tolerated, and failure an 
impossibility. 

The spirit of devotion and a sense of re- 
liance upon God were manifest throughout 
the entire time. In the midst of the morn- 
ing program the assembly, with bowed 
heads and uplifted hearts,- joined with 
Rev. L. E. Smith, of Huntington, Indiana, 
in taking the whole matter to the fountain 
of life, knowledge, and power. That serv- 
ice of prayer was not formal, perfunctory, 
nor “brief.” It was real communion with 
the Father. Yes, it was a great meeting 
of earnest men, conscious of weighty re- 
sponsibilities and an earnest desire to make 
a worthy contribution to the kingdom of 
God. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for January 6, 1918 





JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR 
JESUS 


Mark 1:1-11 





Golden Text—Behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world!— 
John 1: 29. 

Memory Verse—Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people 
from their sins.—Matt. 1: 21. 

Material for Teachers—Isa. 40: 3-5; Mal. 
8: 1-3; Luke 1: 5-25, 39-80; Matt. 3: 1-17; 
Luke 3: 1-18; John 1: 19-42, 

Sub-topic—Heralds of the King. 

Bible Study—Luke 9: 1-6, 10, 11; 10: 1- 
12, 17-20; Acts 9: 10-16. 





Comments 


I. PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
1: 1-8. 

V. 1. The beginning of the gospel—Gos- 
pel—good news, the facts about Jesus and 
the kingdom of God, which are good news 
to men, because they tell them how they may 
be saved. According to Mark the gospel 
story begins with the public work of John 
the Baptist and the entry of Jesus upon 
His public ministry. Some writers would 
begin with the birth of Jesus to tell the 
gospel story. Of Jesus Christ—About Jesus 
Christ. The Son of God—This tells whom 
Mark thinks Jesus to be and expresses the 
faith of the writer. : 

V. 2. In Israel the prophet—The quota- 
tion following is really from Mal. 3:1 and 
completes this verse, and in verse 3 there is 
a quotation from Isaiah 40:3. Mark uses 
both quotations to describe the mission of 
John the Baptist. In the passage from Mal- 
achi, the prophet, addressing a people who 
professed to be very anxious from the com- 
ing of the Messiah, says that God will send 
His messenger before Him to prepare the 
way for Him, and then He Himself will 
speedily come but to judge the world. In 
Isaiah he predicts the return of Israel from 
captivity in the poetic announcement that 
Jehovah is coming home to His land. This 
prophecy is both historical and prophetic, 
primarily referring to the return of Israel 
and secondarily pointing to the coming of 
our Lord, and John is His messenger pre- 
paring the way for Him. John is a voice 
in the wilderness crying, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord. 

V. 4. John came—This tells the place of 
John’s work and its nature, preaching and 
baptizing, his message and its meaning ex- 
pressed in visible form. Baptism of re- 
pentance—Expressing in outward ceremony 
and inward experience of repentance, 
change of mind, a turning away from a for- 
mer sinful life, and turning to God in a 
spirit of love and obedience; unto remission 
of sins, forgiveness of sins, a release of the 
sinner from punishment, and restoration to 
God’s favor, that the sinner may obtain 
this forgiveness. Only in so much as bap- 
tism expresses repentance does it secure 
forgiveness. All experience may be defined 
as doing something and undergoing some- 
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thing in return as a result of doing. The 
meaning of any experience consists of a con- 
sciousness of the relation between the doing 
and undergoing change. 


V. 5. All the country of Judea—not all 
the people, but a great multitude. Confess- 
ing their sins—acknowledging that they had 
sinned. This attitude of spirit prepared 
them for forgiveness. Vs. 6. Camel’s hair 
—A coarse cloth made of long, coarse haiz 
of the “ship of the desert.” The camel’s 
hair was used for the purpose of making 
tents as well as clothing and is still so used 
in eastern countries. Locusts—an insect 
very much like a grasshopper. Wild honey 
—probably the honey made by the wild bee 
and gathered from its native place. Com- 
pare 1 Sam. 14: 25, 26; Judges 14: 8. From 
the description of John’s food and raiment, 
we would conclude that he was a poor man, 
that he lived apart from other men, and that 
he had no need to visit town or city for food 
or clothing. Vs. 7. There cometh after me 
—John does not say who it is, but appeals 
to the instinct of curiosity and gives only 
the description, that they might be prepared 
to know Him. Mightier than I—able to do 
a higher and mightier work than I can do. 
Latchet of whose shoes—thongs of whose 
sandals, which means the narrow strap by 
which the sandals were fastened. Vs. 8. 
WEP sian Holy Spirit—Water baptism is 
a physical substance applied to the physical 
body and is only a picture or sign of a 
deeper spiritual fact or meaning, but spirit- 
ual baptism reaches the soul, cleansing, pur- 
ifying, and changing the soul-nature and 
produces the fundamental transformation 
that saves the soul from sin and from sin- 
ning, 7. e., from the guilt and condemnation 
of the sins that have been committed and 
what is better, from the disposition to sin, 
hence a changed attitude toward Christ, 
God, and man. 


II. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS. 1: 9-11. 


Jesus came from Nazareth, a city just 
north of the plain of Esdraelon, and the hills 
of Galilee, still inhabited by 7,000 or 8,000 
people, and known as El-Nazira. Of Galilee 
—the northern portion of Palestine, west of 
the Jordan. It was bounded on the west 
by Phoenicia, on the north by Syria, on the 
east by the Jordan River and the east shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, and on the south by 
Samaria. Was baptized—which means in 
the New Testament, to dip, immerse, plunge, 
to bathe (Mark 7: 4), to immerse the per- 
son or body in the water, a religious rite 
accompanying confession of sin, or profes- 
sion of faith in Jesus Christ; figuratively, 
of the complete subjection of one whole mind 
and will and personality to the Holy Spirit 
in obedience (Mark 1: 4, 5, 8, 9; 7:4; 10: 
38, 39; 16:16. Jesus recognized the mes- 
sage of God to the prophet of the nation 
as a message of God to Him also. In the 
Jordan—the largest stream in Palestine, 
and remarkable among the rivers of the 
world for running in so large a portion of 
its course below the sea-level. It rises from 
three streams, all of which flow from 
springs on the slope of Mount Hermon. The 
river descends rapidly to the Sea of Galilee, 
which is 682 feet below sea-level, and thence 
in a winding and descending course to the 
Dead Sea, which is nearly 1,300 feet below 
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the sea-level. The mountains on each side 
rise far above the sea-level. The river thus 
runs in a deep valley, the southern portion 
of which is especially hot, from the Sea of 
Galilee to the Dead Sea, a muddy stream 
within banks of mud. Its entire length is 
one hundred miles. From the Sea of Galilee 
to the Dead Sea, by air line, it is sixty-five 
miles in distance. It is thought by people 
who live in Palestine that Jesus was bap- 
tized a little north of the Dea Sea, opposite 
Jericho, but it is more likely that it was 
farther north, nearer Galilee. Vs. 10. The 
Spirit as a dove descending—This was a 
sign of the descending of the Holy Spirit 
upon Him, preparing Him for the great 
work that He did. His complete submission 
to the Holy Spirit was the reality of which 
His water baptism was the symbol and sign. 
Vs. 11. Thou art my beloved Son—This is 
an expression of the Father’s approving 
love and confidence in Him who was His 
Son by the whole-hearted identification of 
Himself with the Father. This divine mes- 
sage carried with it the assurance that He 
was the Messiah, who is to bring the King- 
dom of God to save the people from sin- 
ning. 

Unless His love and saving power in- 
duce us to confess our sin and commit 
ourselves whole heartedly to His will and 
to the dominance of the Holy Spirit to guide 
us in our conduct and service, we cannot 
hope to be saved from sinning. Sinning is 
a habit and so ingrained in our mental and 
physical nature, we should appeal to all the 
power of human nature to enable us to do 
our part in submitting ourselves to the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, as He would lead us 
away from the habits of sin and enable us 
to form new habits of righteousness, until 
they shall become ingrained in automatic 
control and organized in a well-fashioned 
will of Christian character. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - Secretary 
Elon College, N. C. 











Topic for January 6, 1918 





BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
Acts 26: 13-15 
(Consecration Meeting) 





The Scripture :— 


At mid-day, O king, I saw in the way a light from 
heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round 
about me and them which journeyed with me. And 
when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice 
speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who 
art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest. 





The Leader :—Let us begin the year right 
—let us begin it with God and live it with 
Him throughout. The only way to do this 
is to become a Christian. We want the 
Christians here in the prayer-meeting to 
tell when they became Christians and how 
it has helped them. The testimony of God’s 
people is the great door of increase for the 
Kingdom. Who will be first? But first let 
me give my own testimony. 

The minister :—After the testimonies are 
in, have the minister in a brief talk give the 
steps in becoming a Christian. Then after 
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an earnest prayer, let him draw the net. 
This meeting will not be what it should be 
unless some soul is born into the kingdom 
during it. Prepare for it by prayer and 
definite personal work. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - - a 
Dayton, Ohio 


Secretary 





A CHANCE TO SERVE 


Last week the Protestant missionaries in 
Porto Rico held a conference in Ponce, and 
I had as my guest during the week one of 
the delegates, a Miss Hazen, who has been 
down here since 1904, under the Presbyte- 
rian Board. She is located at Mayaguez, 
and last year I had the pleasure of observ- 
ing some of her work and the results that 
are now being reaped. 

She is sent out by the Woman’s Board 
and is conducting a Neighborhood House. 
The building is located next to the Playa 
church building, and has a nice deep lot, 
and in front a two-story house. Miss Hazen 
lives up stairs; down stairs is conducted a 
school in which various branches of indus- 
trial work are taught. In the back of the 
lot are some low buildings in which are a 
day nursery, a kindergarten, and a basket 
factory. All these industries are supported 
by contributions from the citizens of Maya- 
guez and from the sale of the work. The 
children are paid living wages for their 
time, and a portion of every day is set apart 
for devotional services and Bible lessons, so 
that the Christian training and industrial 
training go hand in hand. One evening | 
attended services in the church at Maya- 
guez, and in that one evening sixty persons 
made a profession of faith, most of them be- 
ing fathers and mothers of the children be- 
ing trained in the Industrial School conduct- 
ed by Miss Hazen. 


Ever since then I have been most anx- 
ious that the way open for us to take up 
some one branch of this kind of work; that 
we start as Miss Hazen did, doing the first 
thing that the way opened to, and little b 
little branching out into larger things as 
the Holy Spirit seemed to open the way. 
Only there seemed to be no possible way in 
which we could take up any more work than 
we now had. 

For a year I have been thinking and pray- 
ing over the matter, and recently right next 
to our church a place has been put upon the 
market for sale at a very reasonable price, 
which will prove an ideal location for any 
work we may decide to take up. The lo’ 
is adjacent to the vacant lot purchased by 
our Mission Board some months ago, but 
runs back the depth of five lots, giving am- 
ple room for enlarging our work year after 
year as the needs present themselves, and 
as the Mission Board may deem advisable. 
The entire front of the building is at pres- 
ent occupied by a one-story cement build- 
ing of eight rooms. Two large rooms could 
be converted into a reading room and social 
parlor in the week time and used upon Sun- 
days as extra class rooms for our Bible 
School. We have a number of books in 
Spanish now, but it is impossible to make 
good use of them. I have my own library 
in English, and friends in the States have 
been sending me an abundance of good read- 





ing matter. There will still be plenty of 
room for my private housekeeping; the va- 
cant lot between the church and the house 
could be used for a rose garden; the large 
yard in the rear will make an ideal tennis 
court until needed for something else; and 
the entire premises can be purchased for a 
sum that at six per cent. interest will not 
exceed the amount that I paid for rent when 
I first commenced housekeeping in Porto 
Rico. 

I am confident that if the friends in the 
States know of this opportunity, some one 
will be willing to buy the property and allow 
the Mission Board to pay them the rent 
until such time as the Board is able to pur- 
chase the property. Just at this time with the 
mission home still unpaid for, it is impossi- 
ble for the Mission Board to even consider 
buying the lot next to our church. But it 
is upon one of the best streets of Ponce, 
two squares from the public square, with 
trolley cars passing in front, and is an ideal 
business location, one that must increase 
rather than decrease in value, and hence 
will be a safe business investment even if 
never sold to the Mission Board. 


Later on the cement building could have 
a second story added, if needed, as Mr. Bar- 
rett had a contractor examine the building, 
and he stated that the walls were in excel- 
lent shape and strong enough to bear the 
additional weight of a second story. The 
opportunity is ours. I am sure that Goc 
means for us to take advantage of it, and 


_so I am writing this letter, trusting that 


the right person will read it. 

At present we have absolutely no place in 
which to hold social meetings for our church 
except in our own homes. My house is 
small, and while the home of Rev. and Mrs. 
Barrett is ideal for social gatherings, the 
people themselves hesitate to go there more 
than two or three times during the year, 
because of the extra work it makes for Mrs. 
Barrett. I have all the furniture needed 
for a social parlor, including a good piano; 
the homes of our young people are so small 
it is impossible for them to hold class meet- 
ings around with each other as we do in 
the States; and I trust that some one in 
the States will be led to establish a Neigh- 
borhood House for our church here in Ponce. 
There could be no more fitting memorial 
erected to the memory of some son or daugh- 
ter than this work for the young people of 
Ponce. OLIVE GORDON WILLIAMS. 








HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas - - Secretary 


Dayton, Ohio 


One cent a day. 


One cent a day, three hundred and sixty- 
five days. 


One cent, one day, one person times 365 
times 100,000. 


The solution to the above conundrum: 
Every church in the denomination taking 
an every-member canvass and a weekly of- 
fering with the use of the duplex envelope. 
Object: The advancement of the Kingdom 
of Christ in the world. Every pastor is 
kindly asked to demonstrate this solution in 
his parish. 
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OLD TALE WITH A NEW NAME 


Once upon a time there was a hare who 
challenged a turtle to a race. The hare 
had been on the job of running for a long 
time, and in fact could do some better than 
he had been able to do when he was very 
much younger than at this time. The tur- 
tle was also getting into practice enough 
that he decided that he would be able to ac- 
cept the challenge. The terms of the race 
that were arranged were that it should last 
for a whole year beginning on the first day 
of January and finishing the last lap on the 
last day of the year. Each one was 
to go at the running in his own way 
without hindrance. Of course everybody 
who had ever seen the hare run knew that 
the turtle did not stand a ghost of a show, 
since the hare had had the practice and also 
had been really gaining in speed, and very 
few people had ever seen the turtle run at 
all. 

On the first of January the hare was al- 
most tickled to death to see the way in which 
the turtle was beginning his part. He was 
not only preparing for defeat, but was plan- 
ning to make the defeat all the more shame- 
ful because he was going to every home in 
the whoel community and telling the folks 
all about the race and the way that he ex- 
pected it to end. He had not the least doubt 
in the world that he would not be the win- 
ner at the end of the year. In fact, he was 
so confident that some of the folks stopped 
laughing and said, “We may be mistaken 
after all, but we will wait and see.” For 
about four weeks at the first of the year 
the only thing that the turtle did at all was 
to go from one home to another and from 
one place to another and talk, talk, talk 
nothing but the race. 


All the time the hare and his friends kept 
saying, “What is the use of making so much 
ado about it when there is no chance for him 
to win?” Some of the most prominent folks 
said that the hare was the only one who 
could run to count at all. Others told the 
turtle that he might as well quit since so 
many of the folks who were backing the 
hare would encourage him and feed him 
enough so that it would be impossible for the 
turtle to win. He was not made of that kind 
of stuff, however, and after he had talked 
so much and got so many people interested, 
he would not think of quitting. Then he 
called attention to his name, “Weekly,” 
which had been given him because of his 
regular habits. So about the middle of Feb- 
ruary he started out on the real race and by 
the middle of March he had gotten so far 
along that the hare, whose name was “Of- 
fering,” began to be frightened, so he start- 
ed to run. He made such a great spurt that 
he gained all the ground that had been cov- 
ered by the turtle and ran so far ahead that 
even the friends of the turtle despaired of 
his even getting that far in the whole year. 
Weekly, however, never stopped even to look 
at the hare as he passed him. He was gain- 
ing momentum all of the time and was get- 
ting over more ground each week than he 
had gone the week before. By this time the 
hare had made such a spurt that he had to 
rest and cool off, and he was so far ahead 
that most of the folks who had become in- 
terested stopped taking much notice of the 
race. But, lo, by the first of June the hare 
was still loafing and boasting, since some 
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of his particular friends kept feeding him 
all of the time he could take it easy and 
he had not seen the turtle pass by him. The 
middle of June one fine day -he was-wak- 
ened by one of the judges in the race and 
told that he had better get busy as the tur- 
tle had already a good lead over him. He 
rubbed his eyes and stretched himself and 
complained some that it was so hot that he 
had somewhat lost interest in the race. Nev- 
ertheless he started and ran past the ti 

again and on ahead so far that his friends 
said the turtle would never get him. By 
this time the turtle was making the most 
surprising progress and more of the people 
had begun to believe in him because he al- 
lowed the warm weather to affect him ver: 
little. At the end of August the hare was 
completely fagged out and stopped to rest. 
The same old friends fed him and cared for 
him and so he took life very easy. This 
time the turtle was no very long in com- 
ing up to the hare again and passed him 
without a comment. The middle of Novem- 
ber came and the hare was still resting. 
His friends tried to get him to start in and 
beat the turtle to the goal, but he answered, 
“T have never in any other big race, run 
but twice a year and I refuse to do it now.” 

His friends pleaded and coaxed but to no 
avail. On the thirtieth there was a great 
banquet and the turtle was the guest of hon- 
or, having won the race by so much that the 
judges had almost forgotten that the hare 
was in it. 

The subjects of the toasts at the banquet 
were, “Interest, Enlistment, and Persever- 
ence.” Great honor was paid to Weekly, 
who had won in the Mission Giving Race. 





May the spirit of giving to the larger 
eause of the world need characterize the 
Christmas of this year, and may we as 
never before sing the song the angels sang 
at the first Christmas time. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 





PROGRAM OUTLINE FOR JANUARY 
MISSIONARY MEETING 
Theme: “In the Land of Room Enough.” 
1. Hymn: “O God, Beneath Thy Guid- 
ing Hand.” 
2. Scenes from The Christian Missionary 
Watchtower. 
8. Reading: “Landing of the Pilgrims.” 
4. Bearers of the Word:— 
In New England—John Eliot, Roger 
Williams. 
In the Middle States—Megapolensis, 
Count Zinzendorf, Muhlenberg. 
5. Bible Lesson: The Land of Promise. 
Deut. 1: 21; 31: 6-18. 
6. Hymns “Beautiful for Spacious Skys.” 





Have you prayed for our mission work 
to-day? Don’t forget to pray! 





Prayer can do for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. Prayer can do for others 
what we cannot do for them. But remem- 
ber if we do not do all that we can, along 
with our prayers, we have not done all of 
our duty. 
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See last week’s HERALD for program of 
the Week of Prayer for Missions. 





Plan to attend the-public meetings of the 
Week of Prayer for Missions, if possible. 





You can observe the Week of Prayer for . 


Missions in your own home, or if you have 
no home you can observe it in your own 
heart. 





You do not have to stop working to pray, 
and you do not have to stop praying to 
work. 





Item ten of the Standard of Excellence 
says: “Observance of the Week of Prayer 
and Prayer Cycle in the hands of each 
member.” 





Missionary society presidents will want to 
get enough Prayer Cycles and Reminders 
to supply every member. Order of Mrs. 
Emma S. Powers, 33 Gordon Avenue, Day- 
ton, Ohio, mentioning the number of mem- 
bers and enclosing ten cents for postage 
on the package. 





Item four of the Standard of Excellence 
says: “The Christian Missionary in at least 
one-half of the families in the society.” And 
do you know that is the item that a number 
of societies fall down on? It is so near New 
Year’s that we feel sure many of our local 
missionary society presidents are planning 
how to have their societies in the First 
Honor rank next year. 





Perhaps some do not know that the De- 
cember Christian Missionary is the Wom- 
an’s Number. All the reports given at the 
annual meeting are in the December num- 
ber, besides some other things that sound a 
whole lot more interesting than reports! 
Try to get enough new subscriptions to 
The Christian Missionary in your society to 
fill item four of the Standard of Excellence, 
and have the subscriptions begin with the 
December number. 





One very important duty of the Liter- 
ature Superintendent is to get subscriptions 
to The Christian Missionary, so if your mis- 
sionary society failed last year on item four 
of the Standard of Excellence, your Liter- 
ature Superintendent will want some sample 
copies of The Christian Missionary to dis- 
tribute. 





You will be glad to know that the Decem- 
ber number of The Christian Missionary 
will soon be ready. An extra large edition 
of this “Woman’s Number” is being printed, 
so if you will write to Dr. Morrill, saying 
you want so many sample copies of the 
December Christian Missionary, he will send 
them gladly. 





Order sample copies of, The Christian 
Missionary of Rev. M. T. Morrill, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. 

You had better send at once for the num- 
ber you need of sample copies of the Decem- 
ber Christian Missionary, as a number of 
subscriptions will begin with the Decem- 
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ber number, and subscriptions will be filled 
first, of course. 





In fact, if you want to be perfectly sure 
you will get the December Christian Mis- 
sionary, you had better subscribe now. Put 
fifty cents in a letter and write Doctor Mor- 
rill: “Please begin my subscription with the 
December number,” sign your name, and 
mail the letter, and you will get the De- 
cember number and eleven other numbers 
of the best missionary magazine published. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B.A. - - 
Providence, R. I. 








Secretary 


PALMER COLLEGE NOTES 


The days pass so happily and hurriedly 
that we can scarcely have time for half the 
tasks we want to do; hence the delay in this 
letter. Although few in number, we are ac- 
complishing our task as faithfully as though 
hundreds filled our halls. All are ready to 
sacrifice to serve and students and teachers 
are truly a happy, congenial band. 

Not long since our comfortable dining- 
room in Kansas Hall was converted into a 
room for the Christian Endeavor meeting 
in order to conserve coal. The Palmer Spirit 
tells us that nothing more than a circle of 
chairs, a group of consecrated young men 
and women and the Spirit of God are need- 
ed to carry on such meetings as we experi- 
enced on several recent Sunday evenings. 
This pleasant fellowship is enjoyed among 
both students and teachers. On a recent 
Saturday night, seven members of the facul- 
ty surprised Dr. and Mrs. Watkins with a 
pleasant call. During the evening while we 
were enjoying our welsh-rarebit, etc., the 
girls from Kansas Hall most delightfully 
serenaded the President and the Dean of 
Women. They had arranged the songs to 
suit the occasion and were happy to show 
their appreciation of these much loved 
people. 


Dr. F. G. Coffin was a recent visitor at the 
college. When he arrived at the home of 
Dr. Watkins, he was met by a student-com- 
mittee requesting that he speak to the stu- 
dent body at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
as he was here only a few hours. He cheer- 
fully complied with this request, and when 
he had finished his excellent address, all felt 
that we had spent a most profitable hour. 
We feel honored to have such men in our 
midst. 


Dr. Watkins has been especially busy dur- 
ing the fall responding to invitations to give 
addresses on Red Cross Work. People, not 
only in our own town, but throughout the 
county, are anxious to have him upon these 
occasions. In addition to his arduous duties 
at the college and the strain of sickness in 
his home, he finds time to go out to the 
other towns of the county for these patriotic 
meetings. Recently he was invited to preach 
at a Sunday evening service at the Method- 
ist church of Albany. His sermon was one 
of the rare kind which we who attend the 
college congregation listen to every Sunday 
morning. By special invitation he will 
preach at the Church of Christ next Sun- 
day morning. A new class has recently been 
formed in our Sunday-school, composed of 
the members of the faculty and the wives 








17 


lis 
gh 
rs 
g- 


ng 
rit 
of 
en 
d- 
ri- 
rs, 
ng 
nt 
i]- 


ve 
he 
lly 
of 
to 


ed 


he 
of 


u- 
n, 
r- 
en 
It 
ir. 
ur 


ve 
ot 
he 


es 
in 


‘tic 
ch 
d- 
ne 
he 
ay 
ill 


en 
of 
es 





DECEMBER 27, 1917 


of the married men of the faculty. Dr. 
Watkins is the instructor and this hour on 
the Sabbath morning is certainly an in- 
structive one. 

The instructors in the special departments 
are especially busy these closing days before 
the Christmas vacation. A public recital 
was given Tuesday evening, December 
18, by the pupils of the Music and Expres- 
sion Departments. 

The “Coal Famine” continues to threaten 
us seriously. At times the supply has been 
very low, but we have always been comfort- 
able. We are closing a few days early for 
the holidays on this account. We have been 
allowing the fires to die down over Satur- 
days and Sundays, recently, in order to con- 
serve every ounce of fuel possible. 

This is our first year with the college, and 
having been associated with other institu- 
tions, we have been most favorably im- 
pressed with the Christian spirit that is in 
evidence everywhere about the institution. 
Every one seems to make a special effort 
to find a way to express his love to those 
about him. The atmosphere is quite ideal. 
The discipline and order maintained are of 
the highest type. Teachers are sympathet- 
ically cooperating with the President, seek- 
ing in every way possible to relieve him of 
the heavy burden he must bear in these 
days of abnormal conditions. 

In a few days we take our leave to spend 
a few days with those who made it possible 
for us to be here. We will take with us the 
spirit of the school we love, and shall return 
to accomplish our tasks more fully. 

ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE FACULTY. 


DR. MARTYN SUMMERBELL VISITS 
UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


For several weeks we had been looking 
forward to Dr. Summerbell’s promised vis- 
it. The college church had had a desire to 
observe, in some manner, the anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation, and was 
looking forward to this visit as providing 
the opportune time. Thus, both in the col- 
lege and the church, there was a keen an- 
ticipation. Dr. Summerbell arrived Satur- 
day afternoon, December 15, according to 
schedule and gave his first lecture Saturday 
evening. This lecture on Our American 
Humorists is one of the doctor’s brand new 
ones, and in its subject matter he finds him- 
self very much at home. In this first lec- 
ture the audience was won and the attend- 
ance of the citizens of the community, in 
spite of the cold and bad roads, increased 
with each succeeding lecture. 

’ Sunday morning, at the church service, 
the address was on The Protestant Vision 
of God. Any one who has ever heard Dr. 
Summerbell speak on any phase of the Ref- 
ormation Period, knows his thorough knowl- 
edge of it, and how ably he presents it. 
Sunday evening, the church choir rendered 
the Christmas cantata, entitled, The Star of 
Bethlehem. Following this beautiful and 
impressive service, it was supplemented by 
a very fitting, though brief, address by our 
guest. 

It was the two lectures given on Monday, 
however, that made the most popular ap- 
peal, because of their present interest. These 
were: in the morning, Germany Launching 
Her War, and in the afternoon, German 


Provocations to America. Dr. Summerbell, 
in his interpretation of the German mind, 
and Germany’s relation to the world, may 
be severe, but he is not unfair. And if he 
is severe with Germany for the faults that 
are peculiar to her, he is also severe with 
America for the faults that are ours. These 
lectures were, by far, the most comprehen- 
sive and authoritative of any that have been 
given in the community, on any phase of 
the subject, since the great war began. 

But Dr. Summerbell’s lectures are only a 
part of his contribution. There is the in- 
spiration of his personality, the spur of his 
keen mind, and the force of that something 
which is both physical and spiritual that 
speaks of “fitness.” 

Altogether, we count ourselves to have 
been exceedingly fortunate in having had 
him with us for this short period. We 
know that it has been a source of much 
profit to us. Now we are hoping that when 
he plans his next season’s lectures, that he 
will put Union Christian College on his list. 

J. C. DE REMER. 


DEFIANCE COLLEGE NOTES 


The pulpits of twenty churches in north- 
eastern Indiana and northwestern Ohio are 
being regularly supplied by ministerial stu- 
dents of The Christian Divinity School. The 
total average attendance at the services of 
these churches is more than 2,000 persons. 
These people are ministered unto in things 
spiritual every two weeks by young men 
who are in this way doing the Master’s 
work and at the same time earning the nec- 
essary money to complete their school work. 

Rev. W. P. Minton closed a ten-day evan- 
gelistic meeting in the Pleasant Hill (Ind.) 
Christian church. There were seventeen 
accessions. Bro. Minton held a revival in 
this church last spring, at which there were 
more than a score of accessions. 


Rev. Ray Gibson is holding a revival meet- 
ing in the Salamonia (Indiana) Christian 
church, and Rev. Rufus Emmert is similarly 
engaged at Tiosa, Indiana. Good reports 
are being received from both these meet- 
ings. 

Twenty-three Defiance College students 
are now in the ranks of the soldiers. Sever- 
al of these are already in France. The to- 
tal amount raised by the students and fac- 
ulty for army Y. M. C. A. work was ONE 
THOUSAND AND SEVENTY-ONE DOL- 
LARS. 


Splendid reports are still coming in from 
churches having held Defiance College Day. 
Much interest is being manifested in the 
President McReynolds Memorial Endow- 
ment fund about to be raised. 


The brick foundation work on the new 
Tenzer Hall is being completed rapidly. The 
new heating plant, which was damaged by 
fire in October, has been completely restored. 
The amount received in insurance was suf- 
ficient to pay for the repairs. The Defiance 
Home Building Company has completed 
seventy foundations for houses to be com- 
pleted this winter. This company plans to 
build a hundred more dwellings in the 
spring. Several of these new residences are 
to be constructed within a few squares of 
the college. A new $200,000 high school 
building will be constructed next summer. 
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In the interest of the Art Department 


Miss French is conducting a Japanese art 
bazaar. 

Prof. Lawson has been delivering a series 
of lectures on child nature before the pa- 
trons of the North Side public school. 

Acting President Caris, as one of the 
“Four Minute Men,” has been addressing 
meetings in Defiance on various topics sug- 
gested by the National Bureau of Informa- 
tion. 


The writer preached at Lima Sunday, 
December 16. GEO. C. ENDERS. 


A MESSAGE FROM DR. MACFARLAND 


The situation in Europe is revealed by a 
cablegram just received by Rev. Charles S. 
Macfarland, General Secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, which reads as follows: 

“UPSALA, SWEDEN. 

“Federal Council Macfarland, 

105 East 22d Street, New York. 

Finland is suffering hard famine. Chris- 
tian conference of delegates from five neu- 
tral countries appeals most earnestly for 
your strong efforts to bring help from 
America. 

ARCHBISHOP SODERBLOM, Chairman.” 

Dr. Soderblom is the Archbishop of Up- 
sala, Sweden. 








INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Does YOUR Church use this 
cleanly and sanitary met! 
Send for eatalog and special 
offer. Outfits on trial. 

Box 435 Lima, Ohio 









*‘OUR COUNTRY’S DEFENDERS”’ 


The accompanying picture tells the story. 
Inscribe their names upon the roll. The 
boys who fight for good “Old Glory.” 


Their Records Hang Upon the Wall 


This beautiful photogravure Honor Roll, size 
16x20 inches, “Old Glory”.shown in her 
virgin colors. Every schoolroom should 
have one, also every church and home. The 
Father of His Country, the Emancipator of 
His Country and the Defender of Democracy 
and Defenders of Their Country. Price, 50c. 
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INDIANA 


Yeddo, Dec. 15—Cold without but warm 
within, we closed our special meeting with 
the Yeddo Christian church, having waged 
another campaign against the forces of sin, 
and bringing into the local church seven 
new workers. Every indication is promis- 
ing for the continued upbuilding of our field 
of labor there, and a return to the old-time 
numbers when Phillips and Simmons used 
to labor for the Master in this field. The 
Sunday-school under the efficient leadership 
of John Palmer as superintendent and Mrs. 
Dr. Sparks as assistant, is assuming more 
vital proportions, and taking its place as a 
competent force in the Township Sunday- 
school organization. Another special serv- 
ice will be held in March, 1918.—B. W. 
STODDARD. 


IOWA 


Linden, Morrisburg church, Dec. 18—I 
was invited by Bro. Clarence White to come 
to the above-named church to conduct a 
meeting for them, and as I am quite will ac- 
quainted with the good people of this con- 
gregation, gladly responded, hence am mak- 
ing a report of same, as, like many others, I 
have not seen many letters in THE HERALD 
from this church, which is located two and 
one-half miles from Linden. It has been 
without a pastor for some time and Bro. 
White has done nobly in keeping this little 
band together with good interest and loyal- 
ty. The Ladies’ Aid is an important factor 
here, under the supervision of Mrs. Stolts. 
These ladies have expended about $200.00 
on the interior of the church, making it as 
up-to-date in appearance as any rural 
church you will find. This does not include 
the many good deeds they have accom- 
plished. The weather was severe during 
these meetings, sometimes reaching 26 be- 
low zero. Four nights meetings were sus- 
pended on account of heavy snow-storms, but 
en Sunday, not withstanding an extremely 
cold day, seventy-two were out for Sunday- 
school. Mrs. Wolf is the superintendent 
and is an excellent leader in her work. I 
will briefly mention those whom I consider 
worthy of note. They are efficient and earn- 
est laborers and do their parts well: Bible 
Class, Mrs. White; Young People’s Class, 
Mrs. Brown; Junior Class for boys, Herman 
Kinker; Junior Class for Girls, Naomi 
Clous; Intermediate, Mrs. Oaks; Primary, 
Mrs. Hall. As this letter is a good hint at 
the waste-basket, I must condense my 
thoughts, or you may not hear from Morris- 
burg! These energetic people are bound to 
be progressive and are now working to raise 
funds to buy a piano. It is a certainty this 
will soon be installed. I must not omit the 
name of the excellent organist of this 
church, Miss Hull, who does her part as 
faithfully as any one and renders excellent 
music. The booster choir enjoyed their part 
in these meetings and were always at the 
front to “sing, and sing, and sing,” as one 
little one put it. In all my experience, of 
twenty-three years, I never saw children 
take up with the songs and sing any better. 
The church welcomed fourteen additions at 
the close of these meetings.—E. RHODES. 


KANSAS 


Miltonvale, Dec. 6—The revival closed at 
the Meredith Christian church, November 
16, 1917, with good interest. Thirteen had 
united with the church and the church 
greatly revived, and seven more that con- 
fessed their faith in Christ and a number 
more we think will yet unite with the 
church, and we are greatly encouraged with 
the outlook for the future of this work. We 


will soon commence our meeting at the Pipe 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars ferever and ever.” 


Creek church and we are expecting to see 
a great meeting down there. We are pray- 
ing that God will give us a rich harvest of 
souls at the close of the meeting. The Mer- 
edith people gave Mrs. Thomas $20.00 to 
show their appreciation for the service she 
rendered in the meeting, for which she ex- 
tends her thanks and best wishes.—A. A. 
THOMAS. 


OHIO 


Defiance, Dec. 17—The writer enjoyed a 
good day at Delphos, Ohio, Sunday, Dec. 
15th. The church at present is in a flourish- 
ing condition. The Sunday-school, under 
the guidance of Brother Swick, our worthy 
superintendent, is doing a splendid work for 
the Master. ‘There were ninety-two in at- 
tendance Sunday. The influence of the 
church and Sunday-school is being felt in 
the city. May all our churches have a deep- 
ening of the spiritual life, so their influence 
might be felt in the community in which 
they exist. By the time these few words 
are in print the good people of the Delphos 
Christian church will render a most effective 
Christmas program. We have postponed the 
dedication of our church until some time 
in May. The date has not been set, but the 
announcement of the date will be made 
later. The work at Tiosa, Ind., is very en- 
couraging at present. We have just recent- 
ly closed a two-weeks’ meeting with four ad- 
ditions to the church and the church was 
awakened to a sense of spiritual responsi- 
bility. The Sunday-school, under the leader- 
ship of Brother Earl Wynn, our competent 
superintendent, is making some progress. 
May the Lord bless the good people at Tiosa, 
and may God’s blessings rest upon all of His 
people, that they may study to show them- 
selves approved unto God, workmen that 
need not be ashamed. I remain a brother 
of the brotherhood for the Master’s work.— 
RuFrus EMMERT. 


Williamsport, Dec. 19—I returned home 
last Friday from holding a special service, 
or rather a ten days’ series of services in 
the Melrose Mission Chapel, a mission of the 
High Street Christian church, of Spring- 
field, Ohio. Our idea in holding the serv- 
ices was to get the people of the little sub- 
division of Melrose interested in church 
work and organize a church. The meeting 
was a success, for we organized the church 
on the evening of the twelfth with a mem- 
bership of thirty-one. Twelve who had nev- 
er been connected with church work before 
were received on their confession of the sav- 
ing power of Jesus Christ, and nineteen 
were received by letter. It is a pleasure to 
work in a field that has been cultivated as 
this little field has been by Rev. R. Russell 
Clem, the pastor of the Summerbell Memo- 
rial, the High Street church. Rev. Clem 
has done a wonderful work in Springfield 
that the church at large should know about 
and appreciate. Since Rev. Clem has been 
in Springfield as pastor of the High Street 
church he has built one of the most beauti- 
ful and convenient churches in the city, be- 
sides he has personally taken the responsi- 
bility of building two mission chapels, one 
at Melrose and the other in Grove Park ad- 
dition, taking upon his own shoulders and 
in his own name, being personally respon- 
sible for financing the building of these 
two mission chapels, at about the same time 
he had the building of the Summerbell Me- 
morial on his hands. I am sure that the life 
and work of Mr. Clem is appreciated in 
Springfield. He is a splendid citizen, a splen- 
did preacher, and a splendid pastor to work 
with in a series of meetings such as we 
just closed at Melrose, congenial and un- 
selfish. May God bless him and his people 
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at the High Street church and at the new 
Melrose Christian church, of which he is 
now pastor. The membership of the Mel- 
rose Christian church is a fine people, and 
I am sure glad to recommend them as a 
church to the Miami Conference.—W. B. 
BoNHAM, Pastor of the Christian church, 
Williamsport, Ohio. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Amaranth—On Saturday evening of No- 
vember the twenty-fourth our HERALD ed- 
itor, Rev. J. Pressley Barrett, D. D., of Day- 
ton, Ohio, arrived here to assist our pastor, 
Rev. L. A. Duvall, in a series of meetings 
beginning with the Jerusalem church on 
Sunday morning. The morning was bright 
and when reaching the church we were made 
glad to see Dr. Barrett there, and ready for 
the work. His sermons were filled with 
power from God, and his stroke on sin made 
plain to all the awfulness and dangers of 
sin, and with great earnestness he invited 
all to come to Christ and be saved. For 
eight days he labored with us _ teaching 
God’s Word in its puriety, which is always 
found helpful to the hungry heart. While 
the ingathering was not what we had hoped 
and prayed for, yet three were added to our 
number. For these we are thankful. And 
while the ingathering was not a large num- 
ber, good seed were sown and if nourished 
from the fulness of God’s love, may yet 
bring forth a harvest of golden sheaves to 
the glory of God in Christ. The meetings 
lasted ten days. Dr. Barrett could only 
stay with us eight days. He gave us ten 
great messages and all were well received. 
We wish that it may be God’s will for him 
to come here again—EMMA WINTER. 


BURLINGTON (N. C.) LETTER 


It has been just one year since the writer 
took charge of the Burlington Christian 
church. The year has been both pleasant 
and profitable. The work of the church has 
steadily and harmoniously moved forward. 
Both the Sunday and the mid-week services 
have been well attended. In all depart- 
ments there have been signs of progress. 
The three Christian Endeavor Societies have 
done encouraging work. A goodly number 
of the children and young people of the con- 
gregation are being trained in these societies 
for Christian service. The Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety has been busy on its liberal pledge to 
the building fund. This society has sup- 
ported a Bible woman in our Japan field 
for a number of years. It took up this good 
work long before the Woman’s Missionary 
Society was organized. The Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society has enjoyed a very prosper- 
ous year. There has been a decided increase 
in its gifts for mission purposes. A recent 
membership campaign has resulted in the 
addition of twenty-five new names to the 
roll of the society. The Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Society has also had a prosperous 
year in their work. The Willing Workers 
are getting in shape for good work. A large 
number of the boys and girls are in this so- 
ciety and taking a keen interest in the work. 
The Sunday-school, though hampered on ac- 
count of the lack of equipment, has done 
some splendid work. The high-water mark 
in attendance was reached several Sundays 
ago. The school in its monthly offerings to 
the support of the Orphanage has contrib- 
uted over $250.00. The church and Sunday- 
school gave to the Thanksgiving offering for 
the Orphanage $179.80. 


The church has enjoyed a good financial 
year. The annual reports from the different 
departments showed a balance with which 
to begin the new year’s work. In addition 
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to meeting the conference apportionments 
in full, the church contributed to missions 
about $125.00. The church plans to give 
more than it has been assessed by the con- 
ference. The assessment is @ minimum 
standard and not a maximum. It is so con- 
sidered by the church. The missionary and 
benevolent budget is decidedly increased for 
the next year. The pastor’s salary has been 
raised $200.00 on account of the advanced 
cost of living. Fifty-five new members were 
received during the year. 

The work on the new church has been 
gratifying. Delays in obtaining material 
have prevented getting the roof on before 
winter. The great bulk of the material is 
now on the grounds and if the weather per- 
mitted the walls would soon be pushed to 
completion. It promises to be a handsome 
building when completed. , 

The Burlington church entertained the 
Western North Carolina Conference in No- 
vember. The session was a most profitable 
one. The spirit and work of the confer- 
ence was fine. It was enthusiastic for mis- 
sions. 

J. W. HARRELL, Pastor. 

Dec. 17, 1917. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT AND CHAPLAINS 


Every day has a message for everybody. 
It is not very hard to find if one is diligent- 
ly looking for it. That condition is neces- 
sary, however, for it is only incidental that 
we find things we are not looking for. 

It was the privilege of the writer a few 
weeks ago to meet Dr. Worth M. Tippy, of 
New York City, secretary of the Federal 
Council of Christian Churches. The meet- 
ing was brief, but an inspiring one, worth 
much to me. During the brief interview he 
said something like this: “A chaplain needs 
a wonderful amount of the Holy Spirit, 
doesn’t he?” I replied in the affirmative. 
He then said, “Well, sir, of all others the 
chaplain can claim the Holy Spirit.” That 
was my message for that day—a message 
which has been an inspiration to me ever 
since. Out of it two voices have spoken to 
me continually, viz.: “A chaplain needs the 
Holy Spirit, and a chaplain will have Him.” 


Dr. Jowett, of New York, says, “Our sa- 
cred fire does not burn every day. It burns 
only intermittently. It has occasional flares 
when it leaps up with intensity, but it soon 
dies down, or smolders, or goes quite out 
. .. It has a spasm of fervency, but no 
steady and continual glow. When revela- 
tions of moral outrages appear, we burn 
with hot antagonism, but if the outrage 
continues, and we become accustomed to its 
presence, our healthy indignation begins to 
subside. Our familiarity with an evil is 
apt to dampen our fires. The very evil 
which kindles our anger smothers it with 
its continuance.” 

In the navy we find this so very true. 
Men are loose in their ideas of good morals, 
and religion. Profanity is a joy. The Sab- 
bath is hardly known as such, and scruple is 
never related to recreation. The majority 
seems to have free license to gratify human 
desires irrespective of the price paid in mor- 
al and spiritual welfare. In all this the 
chaplain is quite alone as a religious propa- 
gandist. He does burn with indignation 
when his sense of Christian propriety is 
shocked and often outraged; but unless he 
is well fortified within, there will come a 
time when he will cease to be shocked at 
the presence of unholy things and will find 
stealing within a strong temptation to tol- 
erate what he once loathed. Why he does it 
he does not know, except it be for the sake 
of the point of contact with men who are 
leading unnatural lives and cannot be 
reached unless their living is thus patron- 
ized. But he doesn’t need to do this. The 
Holy Spirit’s power of repulsion will give 
him a glorious sense of the offense of evil 
against the Lord. He will be eyer mindful 
of the fact that to tolerate a thing is to 
fraternize it, and to fraternize it is to be- 
come like it; that absence of antagonism 
means birth of fellowship. He will remem- 


ber that “God hath indignation every day,” 
says the Psalmist. If he represents God and 
Jesus Christ the Savior, he will fellowship 
them, seek to carry their likeness in the 
presence of evil. ” 

His indignation will not be the spasmodic 
sort that grows into tolerance, but will be 
the sort that flashes lightning from the 
throne when sin lifts its head. And no sin 
is too small to call forth this Christ-like 
treatment. In fact, I am not certain, if it 
isn’t the small sins that do the most mis- 
chief. “The little foxes spoil the vines.” 
The smallest worm may destroy the largest 
tree. A single coin may spread disease ev- 
erywhere. A neglected scruple may destroy 
a soul. We need the Holy Spirit that, like 
His, our indignation may be continual fire 
against both the great and the lesser 
wrongs. God does not parley with sin, and 
‘we must not. 


WE SHALL HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Ordinarily we do not think of any one be- 
liever having a right to more of the Holy 
Spirit than another. But if environments 
tend to sear the conscience, poison healthy 
indignation, and take the whole person, 
body, soul, and spirit, from God; it seems 
to me that the person who consecrates him- 
self to the special task of taking Jesus into 
his environments, certainly has a claim up- 
on all the virtues of the Holy Spirit. The 
sacrifice is big enough: He leaves home, 
family, loved ones, all; and does not ask to 
choose his path. He foregoes all the priv- 
ileges of private rights and says, “Here am 
I, send me.” That may mean to go to the 
trenches, or it may be to service in foreign 
waters. It may mean carrying Jesus to a 
thousand blue jackets coasting the Atlantic 
shores, or it may be to help a thousand 
youths gone wrong and in prison. What- 
ever and wherever his service may be, it 
matters not, his business is to carry the 
spirit of Jesus there. His supreme business 
is to impart holiness to others; not because 
he has chosen merely to do this, but because 
he represents the Holy Spirit, and the es- 
sential moral character of the Holy Spirit 
is to impart holiness. If the chaplain en- 
ters his service upon these conditions and 
with these things uppermost in his mind, he 
is the man who will have the fulness of the 
Holy Spirit and the fullest measure of His 
inspiration. If he fails in this, he fails in 
the essential demands of his mission and 
men will still go unacquainted with Jesus. 
If he is a man of God, he shall stand ex- 
alted on the right hand of the Father, and 
the world of men around him in darkness, 
will itself catch the new glory, and the spir- 
it life of Christ Jesus will make it free from 
the law of sin and death. (Rom. 8: 2) 

The present world war is thought now to 
be God’s war. If it is, the world will be 
changed and be made immeasurably better 
by its having taken place. The men and 
boys who fight for the righteous cause shall 
be co-partners with God in it. That is a 
great privilege. No set of men in the world 
needs the Holy Spirit quite as much as 
the men who lay down their lives in such a 
cause. They should have Him. They must 
have Him. And the men who give them- 
selves in the endeavor to make this possible 
have God’s promises of the fulness of His 
Spirit. ; 

Some chaplains are praying for this, seek- 
ing the power and the real touch with men 
for its saving grace. I ask the brotherhood 
to pray for them. H. E. ROUNTREE. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MOODY 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 


The thirty-first annual meeting of The 
Moody Bible Institute was held October 9, 
at which Mr. Henry P. Crowell, President 
of the Quaker Oats Company, was reelected 
President; Mr. E. K. Warren, President of 
the Warren Featherbone Company, Vice- 
President, and Dr. James M. Gray, Secre- 
tary. 

The reports showed a year of increased 
prosperity. In the Educational Department 
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there was an enrolment of 1,683 students, of 
whom the larger number were men; the Cor- 
respondence Department reported 4,831 stu- 
dents under its care—a total of 6,514, the 
largest increase being in the Correspond- 
ence Department, which showed a growth of 
twenty-one per cent. More ti:an twenty for- 
eign nations were represented in the roster. 
New impetus has been given to the’ Mis- 
sionary Course in the Institute by the addi- 
tion to the faculty of Rev. Edmund F. Cook, 

D., who for many years occupied the 
position of Secretary of Foreign Missions 
in the Methodist Church, South, and Rev. 
E. J. Pace, of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, who has had a success- 
ful career as a missionary in the Philip- 
pines. 

The Institute has done a large work for 
the churches of Chicago through its evening 
classes during the past year, in which al- 
most all the denominations have been repre- 
sented. The students of both the day and 
evening classes have done a large amount of 
teaching, preaching, visiting, and social 
service work in the city during the year. 
In open-air and neighborhood meetings, 
missions, factories, prisons, and hospitals as 
well as in the churches and Sunday-schools 
more than 10,000 persons have professed 
conversion to Jesus Christ as the result of 
their labors. 

The Extension Department of the Insti- 
tute has also done a large work in the send- 
ing out of men and women all over this 
country and Canada for the conduct of com- 
munity Bible classes, Bible conferences, and 
evangelistic meetings. It has also carried 
on a Christian Workers’ Bureau without 
cost to the works, through which nearly 300 
men and women were located in permanent 
or temporary positions as evangelists, pas- 
tors’ assistants, mission workers, religious 
secretaries, etc. 

The reports of the Financial and Account- 
ing Departments showed the present worth 
of the Institute to be $1,389,320.49. The net 
cost of operating the work for the year be- 
ing $186,813.97, the books closing with a 
balance on the Operating Account of $20.95. 


A LAYMAN INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE 


Brother Morris interprets Scripture to 
show that Christ’s Second Coming and the 
Destruction of Jerusalem are synonymous 
terms. In similar manner the new birth de- 
scribed to Nicodemus is the resurrection of 
the dead—the dead in trespasses and sin. 
He relies on Josephus for the fulfillment of 
the prophecy in the New Testament, that 
the gospel shall be preached in all the world 
before the end, making world mean the then 
known world. 


The author is a cogent reasoner and skil- 
ful inter;reter. His conclusions, however, 
raise great difficulties. The early Church 
did not entertain these conceptions. They 
expected Christ to come again, even after 
Jerusalem had fallen. Christ had power 
to forgive sin, to save, before His resurrec- 
tion. Are the little children who are never 
resurrected lost? Since Brother Morris 
abolishes hell, providing everlasting death 
for the unresurrected, and since children 
cannot be so resurrected before the years of 
accountability, what of these precious in-~ 
nocents? 

Brother Marion Morris, the author, is a 
layman and lives at Winchester, Ind. You 
will find the book, “Christ’s Second Coming 
Fulfilled,” challenging your conceptions of 
salvation, but a Christian man of keen in- 
sight writes. Many questions will arise as 
you read, which you will do well to ponder 
and then submit to the author. 

W. A. HARPER. 
SSS 





For Bibles, Books, Maps, Sunday-School 
Supplies of all Kinds, it is worth your 
while to write The Christian Publishing 
Association, Dayton, Ohio. 
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WINCHESTER (VA.) LETTER 


Our revival meeting was held November 
12 to 29. The first week was given to pre- 
paratory services. The sermons that week 
were preached by the following ministers: 


Rev. W. D. Smith, D. D., Rector of the 
Episcopal church. 

Rev. T. K. Cromer, pastor of the Reform- 
ed church. 

Rev. George W. Stover, pastor of the 
United Brethren church. 

Rev. H. G. Spencer, pastor of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church. 

Rev. J. H. Lacey, pastor of the Presby- 
terian church. 

The pastor is under a deep debt of grati- 
tude to his brethren in the ministry for this 
timely and valuable service. 

Dr. I. W. Johnson, of Suffolk, Virginia, 
came the second week and remained ten 
days. The attendance was good and Broth- 
er Johnson delighted the people with his 
earnest, practical preaching. The church 
was greatly revived and thirteen new mem- 
bers were received. That was a gain of ten 
per cent. in our membership. We were glad 
to have Dr. Johnson with us. He won a 
host of friends, through his friendly dispo- 
sition and high type of Christian manhood. 
The church feels grateful to him for return- 
ing a check on our church debt of all the 
remuneration he received over and above 
his actual traveling expenses. 


The Winchester church has invited the 
Southern Christian Convention to meet with 
it next April. We are a little to one side 
and perhaps a little inconvenient to reach, 
but the expense to the people from eastern 
Virginia would not be much, if any, more 
than to Burlington or Greensboro and the 
ministers from North Carolina, with per- 
mits, could make the return trip from 
Greensboro for about fourteen dollars, in- 
cluding the war tax. 


Personally the writer feels that it would 
stimulate the work of our conference to have 
the Convention meet with us and then we 
would like for the brethren throughout the 
South, who have shown such a deep interest 
in the Winchester church, to visit our plant 
and see what we are trying to do. 


The historic interest of this section would 
make the trip worth while. This was the 
battle-ground between the contending forces 
during the Civil War, during which time 
the city of Winchester changed hands sev- 
enty-two times. We hope you will decide 
to come this way. W. T. WALTERS. 





Official Information 


NEW ADDRESSES 


Rev. A. B. Houseman, Fletcher, Ohio. 

Rev. Mary G. Rheubottom, North Coloma, Mich. 

Rev. E. E. Bennett, Cynthiana, Indiana. 

Rev. S. B. Klapp, R. D. 8, Ruffin, N. C. 

Rev, Edward H. Macy, 16 Beckett St., Portland, Me. 

Rev. W. D. Samuel, Vaughnsville, Ohio. 

Hermon “Eldredge, Army Y. M. C. A., Camp Upton, 
Long Island. 

Rev. 5. T. Agema, R. D., Columbus Grove, Ohio. 

Rev. A. G. Lewis, Castile, N. Y. 

tev. J. W. Garrett, Truro, Iowa. 

Rev. J. M. Miller, Utica, Ohio. 

Rev. C. S. Masterson, Campbellstown, Ohio. 

Rev. H. Russell Jay, Dayton, Ohio, R. D. 13. 

Rev. D. E. Dixon, R. D., Rush, N. Y. 

Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, Isle of Wight, Va. 

Rev. J. C. Francis, R. D. 2, Sidney, Ohio. 

Rev. C. W. Miller, R. D. 2, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

Rev. O. D. Stoddard, 1418 Portland Ave., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Rev. B. A. Kaufman, 909 8. Buekeye St., Kokome, 
Indiana. 


PASTOR WANTED 


The Morganville Christian church is without a pas- 
to. Any one wishing information please address 
Harry W. Mosher, Chairman Ministerial Committee, 
Morganville, Genesee Co., N. Y. 


¢ 


NOTICE 


Rev. Eugene and Mrs. Willard, recently from India, 
will be pleased to hear from vacant pastorates, with 
a view to identifying their efforts with each other in 
the service of the Lord. Their address is: Care of 
Rev. D. C. Loucks, Montensano, Wash. 










































































DECEMBER 27, 1917 


NOTICE 


The pulpit of the Locktown Christian church will 

vacant after January 1, 1918. Any one wishing 
to apply for the same will please correspond with 
Manning F. Sherman, Flemington, N. J., R. D. 2. 


NOTICE 


The Christian church of Machias, N. Y., will be in 
need of a pastor December 1, 1917. Any minister 
wishing for information can write to 

Mrs. ELOIseE WELLINTON, 


Church Clerk. 
Machias, N. Y. 


PASTOR WANTED 


The Christian churches at Bloomington, Ringwood, 
and Markham, are anxious to get a minister. If you 
know of any open for engagement, will you kindly 
send their names and addresses to Mr. Joseph Grove, 
Ringwood, Ont., Canada, and greatly oblige, 

Yours truly, 
W. H. Jones. 

Bloomington, Ont., Canada, 

November 5, 1917. 
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The Religious-Patriotic Motto 


CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM—That love 
and respect for the righteous laws and 
honorable institution by which we, as a peo- 
ple, are governed—finds vent from the 
Christian heart in prayer to Almighty Ged 
for a continuation of His great grace upon 
our noble land. 
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